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Wilton Street, Belgravia SW1 £5,300,000 Leasehold 



- 6 *- 

A superb townhouse with underground parking and porterage. 


2,838 sq ft (263 sq m) | EPC rating D 

Entrance hall | Drawing room | Sitting room | Dining room | Kitchen | Master bedroom suite | Two further bedrooms 
with en suite shower rooms | Cloakroom | Terrace | Utility room | Two underground parking spaces | Porterage 


Knightsbridge 020 3504 7320 

knightsbridge@struttandparker.com 


60 Offices across England and Scotland, including prime Central London. 



























STRUTT -PARKER 


Paultons Street, Chelsea SW3 £4,950,000 Freehold 



- & - 

An outstanding five bedroom family house with a fabulous 
south facing garden located in the heart of Old Chelsea. 


2,450 sq ft (227 sq m) | EPC rating C 

Entrance hall | Drawing room | Kitchen/reception room/dining room | Master bedroom suite | Four further bedroomsl 
Study/bedroom six | Two further bathrooms | Play room | Family/media room | Cloakroom | Wine room | Bar| Store 
room | Vault | Air conditioning (to upper floor bedrooms) | Garden | Flat roof with stair access 


Chelsea SW10 020 3930 1317 

chelseaswlO@struttandparker.com 


fl /struttandparker @struttandparker 


struttandparker.com 


exclusive affiliate of 

CHRISTIE’S 

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 
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Have yourself a 

pretty little Christmas... 


the dulwich trader tomlinsons ed 

9-11 Croxted Road, West Dulwich 89 Dulwich Village, Dulwich Village 41 North Cross Road, East Dulwich 

SE218SZ ★ 020 87613457 SE217BJ ★ 020 82991260 SE22 9ET ★ 020 8299 6938 

visit us in store or online at www.rigbyandmac.com 

























CONTENTS 



On the cover 
20 

Benedict 

Cumberbatch on his 
love for Kensington 

24 

How the famous 
stores of Mayfair get 
ready for the season 

37 

The best gift 
inspirations for those 
special people 

COVER IMAGE: 

COURTESY OF HARRODS; 
HARRODS.COM 



' 


People & Places 

09 
30 


32 


Your guide to the best events 
and happenings this month 

Find out where to find some of the 
most exquisite treasures on offer 


We step inside the churches of the 
King’s Road to hear of their festivities 


Gourmet 


48 

52 


We hear all about the plans at 
the Novikov Christmas Market 

Alexander Larman is blown away 
by Gymkhana this month 


56 

60 

62 


Fortnum & Mason reveal to us the 
history behind their stunning hampers 


Bethan Andrews discovers why 
St Lucia is perfect for romance 

Lauren Child tells us about her new 
book and life as Waterstonc’s laureate 


Homos. & Interiors. 


65 

66 


Kara O’Reilly is embracing natural 
charm for her Christmas interiors 

We find out why Martin Brudnizki’s 
designs are so hot right now 

ation 


/T Q See the remarkable transformati* 
vj CJ) of a west London townhouse 

H] A Five must-have seasonal looks for 
/ l" your home this month 


Property. 


The latest in property news from 
your local area 


theresidentco.uk | December 2017 5 

















■■■■■■■■I 
■■■■—ill 
■mimn 
■■•■■■■■a 
■■aaaaaia 
ffi&ufeaaai 


VI SION STREAM 


THE SPECIALIST REFURBISHMENT & CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 


Your Vision , Our Project , Let's Talk 


020 7602 9222 | info@visionstreamltd.com | www.visionstreamltd.com 


i i J i- 







































DECEMBER 2017 


Letter from the 

EDITOR 


I 

i I 
a 


If 

i 8 


l| 

If 

£ § 

II 


I t probably says a lot about me that my favourite 
Christmas movies tend to be of the darker variety. 

The Nightmare Before Christmas ? Loved it. The 
Grinchl One of my favourite Jim Carrey films. 

Gremlins ? Not strictly festive fare, but it is set over the 
season. And anything Scrooge related - from Bill 
Murray’s brilliant turn in Scrooged to Michael Caine’s 
performance in The Muppet Christmas Carol (seriously) 

- always puts a smile on my face. 

So I hate Christmas, right? Not strictly true. I do 
think the build up to it is way, way too long, and the 
amount of money spent on a simple advert makes my 
eyes water a little. But as we get into December, the 
spirit slowly but surely takes hold. It does help that this 
area goes above and beyond when it comes to Christmas. 

Our front cover comes courtesy of Harrods, where we go behind the scenes to see how 
much thought goes into the festive period at the five star destination. That’s one that attracts 
the tourists, but our own secret cubby holes are certainly not left in the shade - Mount Street 
and Burlington Arcade are certainly pulling out all the stops. We have also produced an eight 
page special on the best in festive gifts this season, some a little more unusual than others. 

It’s not all about shopping, however. We headed down the King’s Road to meet four local 
vicars and talk about everything from what Christmas means to them and their respective 
churches, to how opening doors can help all and what they would like for Christmas. 

Elsewhere, Henry Conway advises us on avoiding Christmas party embarrassment, and we 
discover what the Fortnum & Mason hamper truly means. To end the year, we have 
something of a coup too in the form of Benedict Cumberbatch, who explains why Kensington 
will always remain close to his heart. The only downer is there is no Sherlock on this 
Christmas. Bah, humbug. 



Mnrl 


Mark Kebble, Group Editor 
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PORTFOLIO 

{THE FINEST EVENTS AND NEW LAUNCHES} 



A SIGHT TO BEHOLD 


A new.and truly unmissable fixture 
on the cultural calendar 

Hosted across more than 30 London galleries and three 
leading auction houses, the inaugural London Art 
Week Winter event - which runs from 1 -8 December - 
celebrates a vast collection of oil paintings, drawings 
and sculpture spanning seven millennia. Expect 
continental furniture from Brun Fine Art, Old Master 
pieces from the Daniel Katz Gallery, and ancient 
Greek works from Ariadne Galleries. 
londonartweek.co.uk 


PORTFOLIO 


A Proud Momen 


Amy Thomett, Senior Gallery Manager at Proud Galleries, gives us 
an insight into what we can expect from the new Proud Central... 


Proud Central has just opened. What is it that 
makes the space so unique? 

It’s such a striking space in an incredibly beautiful 
venue. From the outside it’s a charming old sandstone 
building and then you wander into a contemporary art 
gallery spread over two floors. The layout allows 
visitors the opportunity to spend time with each work 
and explore the collection in a way I haven’t observed 
before; strangers are interacting with one another - 
sharing stories and reminiscing. It’s truly wonderful. 

What inspired the move from Chelsea 
to The Strand? 

The move has allowed us to open up the world’s 
leading photography market to an even wider 
audience. We have cherished our time at Proud 
Chelsea and I will dearly miss the King’s Road and all 
its quirks, but I am now looking forward to creating a 
fresh face for Proud Galleries. We have a lot of new 
and exciting ideas that I can’t wait to get stuck into. 

What do you like the most about the location 
of Proud Central? 

Our gallery is located on a quiet street just off The 
Strand, set within one of the most prestigious art 
districts in the world. Having grown up in Australia, I 
am fascinated by the sheer amount of history and 
culture I’m surrounded by in London. I have to pinch 
myself daily when I leave the office because my 
backdrop is Trafalgar Square and Big Ben. 

Can you describe the Proud Central 
experience? 

You can expect to see major exhibitions as well as our 
extensive permanent collection of works from 
renowned photographers such as Brian Duffy, Terry 
O’Neill and Michael Cooper. Recent exhibitions have 
presented iconic images of musicians including The 
Rolling Stones and David Bowie - commemorating 
their talents and contributions to music history. 

How do you plan to keep the experience 
evolving as time goes on? 

We will be expanding our collection, working with 
new photographers and continuing to exhibit a 
combination of well-known and undiscovered imagery 
so we can ensure we are always moving forward. 



Picturing Prince: Photographs 
by Steve Parke comes to a 
close on 3 December 
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London Rock: The Unseen Archive by Alec 
Byrne opens on 8 December. What makes this 
exhibition so fantastic? 

I love discovering and curating content that hasn’t 
been circulated in the public sphere before. There’s 
one photograph of a young, fresh faced David Bowie 
that stays with me - his eyes are piercing and firm, but 
I haven’t seen this face before. The images - which 
remarkably survived a studio fire, a flood and an 


earthquake - will be published for the first time in 
this exhibition alongside the launch of the 
photographer’s exclusive collector’s book. 

You’ve showcased works by countless 
photographic greats. Do you have a 
favourite exhibition? 

I prefer to hold onto particular moments of each 
exhibition I build. Earlier this year, I curated an 
exhibition on the late Terence Spencer where I was 
fortunate enough to delve through his archive. I was 
looking at his travels with The Beatles, shots of 60s 
mods and rockers, as well as rolls of negatives 
documenting his life in South Africa under apartheid. 

It was an incredible archive to bear witness to. 

Picturing Prince: Photographs by Steve Parke is 
drawing to a close on 3 December. What can 
you tell me about this exhibition? 

It brings together a collection of rare and intimate 
prints to coincide with the recent launch of Parke’s 
acclaimed photobook. I wanted the exhibition to 
reveal the unique collaboration between artist and art 
director. Through this exhibition, Parke shares a 
stripped back documentary of Prince’s enigmatic 
persona, revealing the multi-faceted depth to his 
character, formally hidden from the public eye. 

What is your favourite photograph in the 
exhibition, and why? 

Steve’s entire collection captures Prince’s complex 
personality and ever-evolving character. ‘Blue’, one of 
my favourite images in the exhibition [pictured left], 
somehow achieves all of the above - capturing Prince 
in a moment of tender contemplation. 

London Rock: The Unseen Archive by Alec 
Byrne runs until 28 January at Proud Central; 
proudonline.co.uk ► 



Set across two maze-like floors, 
Proud Central makes for a 
unique exhibition experience 
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DECIDEDLY DECADENT 


Christmas in Residence at The Lanesborough is glorious to say the very least. 
Expect to sip mulled wine upon arrival, ride in a chauffeur-driven car to St. 
Paul's Church for the evening service on 24 December and receive a visit from 
Santa on Christmas morning. Before you meander down to Celeste for an 
indulgent Christmas Day lunch, your butler will arrive at your suite with a bottle 
of frosty Champagne, and on Boxing Day you'll tuck into festive afternoon tea. 
oetkercollection.com 



HAVE A WANDER 

This year the team that organises events on King's Road at 
Christmas has taken on its most ambitious project yet. The 
installation entitled 'Winter Wonderland' celebrates King's 
Road as 'the place to wander this winter'. They are creating a 
mural that blends photographic and real art. They have 
reclaimed the area beside Chelsea Fire Station that has been 
left sadly unkempt for more than a year and turned it into a 
winter frieze of fir trees and forest glens, 
kingsroadchelsea.london/winter-wanderland 


TRULY MAGICAL 

With sensational dancing and 
Tchaikovsky s score played live, English 
National Ballets Nutcracker - which 
runs from 13 December-6 January - is 
an enchanting treat for the whole family. 
londoncoliseum.org 
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loafing united LOAF TIMES 


RECORD levels® 
brqken lev|lsu 


BEDS, SOFAS AND FURNITURE FOR LOAFERS 


LOAF.COM BATTERSEA NOTTING HILL SPITALFIELDS 
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TIME TO CELEBRATE 


On 29 November Julius Drake and Ian Bostridge will mark 25 
years of working together in a special recital at Middle Temple 
Hall. Having being introduced to one another in 1992 by Heinz 
Liebrechtelit, the pianist and tenor soon became firm friends and 
the rest, as they say, is history. During the celebratory concert, 
the pair will be joined by the Piatti String Quartet, and the 
programme features Purcell's The Queen's Epicedium and the 
Holy Sonnets of John Donne by Benjamin Britten. 
templemusic.org 



DECK THE HALLS 

Embrace the Christmas sp irit with a wreath- 
making workshop at the Chelsea Physic Garden on 
2, 3 and u December. As you create your fir, berry 
and citrus masterpiece glasses of warming mulled 
wine will be served, chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk 


SPEAKING OUT 

Nocturnes, an impactful solo show by British contemporary 
artist Pam Glew, will run at The Exhibitionist Hotel from 
9 December-15 February. Crafted in her signature stitch, paint 
and bleach style, the bold pieces in the exhibition explore 
themes including sustainability vs waste, light vs dark and 
beauty vs deconstruction. The extraordinarily striking show is a 
commentary on the global crises and disasters that have taken 
place over the course of the past few years. 
theexhibitionisthotel.com 
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INSPIRING 


Tomasso Brothers Fine Art will 
showcase works by Joseph Gotl¬ 
and William Etty - two of Yorkshire's 
finest neoclassical artists - for the first 
time in their 'Camaraderie and 
Classicism' exhibition taking place 
l during London Art Week Winter. . 
IL tomassobrothers.co.uk A 



AN ITALIAN AFFAIR 

Harrods has teamed up with Dolce & Cabbana in a 
collaboration that has seen the iconic department store 
transformed into an awe-inspiring Italian-themed wonderland. 

With magnificent window displays, a traditional street market 
and a dedicated Dolce & Cabbana Christmas Tree on Hans 
Crescent, it looks rather special indeed. You can read more 
about this on page 27. 
harrods.com 

FLORAL FESTIVITIES 

The day-long Christmas Centrepiece and Table Styling Masterclass 
at the London Flower School will equip you with all of the skills you 
need to dress your home with eye-catching bespoke decorations 
throughout the winter season. You'll be taught how to craft 
beautifully scented floral displays, set a stunning Christmas table 
and create an overarching festive mood. 
londonflowerschool.com 



SUCH WONDER 

Guaranteed to delight little ones and adults alike, 
the annual stage production of The Snowman is 
running until 31 December at The Peacock. The 
magical, well-loved show tells the story of a boy 
and his snowman's wintry adventure and their 
starry-skied journey to the North Pole. You can 
expect a captivating combination of dance, live 
music, storytelling and spectacle with a generous 
sprinkling of heart-warming moments, 
peacoc ktheatre. com 

















Join us for a programme of free 
events over the Christmas period 


NATIONAL 

ARMY 

MUSEUM 


Christmas at the 
National Army Museum 


Christmas shopping evening 


Come and join us for a free Christmas shopping event with exclusive gifts, 
carols, food, drink and free kids’ activites. 


Receive 10% discount on any purchases made on the night. 

Wednesday 6 December, 5-8pm. 


Recce racers - family activity 


>>q 



A fun free activity for all the family - discover how the army uses vehicles 
for its reconnaissance missions. Have a go at making your own rubber-band 
powered vehicle and drive it across our snowy terrain. Will your time be the 
one to beat? 

Every weekend from 2 December and school holiday. See website for further details. 


Christmas story-telling 


Join us for a series of First World War themed Christmas stories, 
brought to life with costumed actors. 

19, 21 and 28 December. See website for further details. 


The National Army Museum is open daily 10-5.30pm except from Christmas Day, 
Boxing Day and New Year’s Day. 




Free Admission 

& Sloane Square | nam.ac.uk 

Royal Hospital Road | Chelsea | SW3 4HT 










Sunday 5 November saw a host of The Ivy 
Chelsea Garden’s regulars, local residents, 
influences and VIP guests gather together 
to celebrate Guy Fawkes, and the annual 
launch of The Ivy Chelsea Garden’s Winter 
Garden. Celebrating one of Britain’s best 
traditions, guests and their children were 
invited to enjoy an evening of family- 
oriented activities. Face painting and 
theatre performed by renowned children’s 
entertainers, Sharky & George, were 
enjoyed alongside a series of foodie 
delights. Sumptuous Christmas cocktails, 
mulled wine, a roasted chestnut cart, and an 
impressive outdoor BBQ preceded the 
unbeatable desserts, including mixed sweets 
and candy floss. Hosted in the restaurant’s 
beautiful orangery and gardens, the party 
was set amongst a back drop of autumnal 
flowers, twinkling fairy lights, candles, 
cosy rugs and a fire pit. 

(Photography by Dominic O’Neill) 
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BY APPOINTMENT TO 
HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II 
MANUFACTURERS OF FINE KNITWEAR 
JOHN SMEDLEY LTD LEA MILLS 


JOHN SMEDLEY 


THE WORLD'S FINEST KNITWEAR 


55 Jermyn Street, London, SW1Y 6LX | 24 Brook Street, London, W1K 5DG 

www.johnsmedley.com 
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HENRY CONWAY 

Unleashing the party monsters among us 


L ondon in the run up to Christmas has to be one 
of my favourite places in the world. As the 
cold snaps, I finally get to wear my beloved 
winter wardrobe, and suddenly everyone takes 
it up a gear or seven. Those who would normally stay 
at home cuddled up in their onesies and binging on 
Netflix become party monsters - it happens to every 
single one of us. I am hardly known for my shy and 
retiring ways, but when you get into seasonal 
overdrive, you really do have to prep yourself. You 
wouldn’t run a marathon cold, so don’t try to attack 
the party season without a warm up. 

Approaching the social whirl, one must ensure 
everything is prepared. Rule number one - always eat. 
I have made that mistake before in the hope of being 
fashion thin - gallons of tequila and skipping supper 
only leads to floods of tears on the floor at the end of 
the night, and possibly an argument with your shoe. 
Every canape offered - devour it. Seek out the carb 
heavy - they are only little, and your head will thank 
you for it the next morning. Arancini, mini cheese on 
toast, crostini with things on it - they are your friends. 

Secondly, pace yourself. No-one wants to be the 
first poured into a cab because you decided to drink 
all the Advocaat shots put in front of you. Rookie 


error. The other day I had to start drinking at 1 lam on 
a private jet (it’s a tough life), and continue through to 
the evening. We were taken on a jolly to Kinross 
House in Scotland with the newly formed Gilt Club, 
via a 14 seater Privatefly jet - and the Bolly started on 
the plane. It’s just the sort of thing your company 
might surprise you with for an away day, so 
remember, punctuate it with water, coffee and 
remember to not drink too many Espresso Martinis at 
the Groucho club when you arrive back in town (we 
are all human; I often forget my own advice). 
Occasional non-alcoholic cocktails are a good way to 
go to slow down an all-dayer - just the odd one, mind. 

A particularly modem phenomenon is the ‘slag 
bag’ - it comes into its own in December. For the 
uninitiated, it translates as the bag you take with you 
if you don’t plan on returning to your own bed. The 
party season is the obvious moment to misbehave as a 
singleton, so good preparation in this area is key. In 
said bag, remember fresh underwear if you are office- 
bound the following day and going straight in (buy a 
shirt from Zara the next mom), mints, prophylactics 
and the all-important two-charge phone battery pack. 

If you do end up having an unexpected guest in your 
own bed, and if you want to see them again, be a good 
host and take them to breakfast the next day. After all, 
you will have hopefully worked up an appetite. Take 
lead from Oscar Wilde and try the Savoy Grill - 
indulging in Classic Spring, the year-long celebration 
of Oscar, he is providing my best party inspiration at 
the moment. If you can’t buy Green Carnations from 
the Royal Arcade, then at least some cheroots from 
Fox and Co - the most recherche, seductive thing you 
can produce at a party. 

Above all, don’t live by rules this month, throw 
caution and your morals to the wind. January is for 
detox and regret - so why not leave 2017 in a whirl of 
velvet and scandal. D 

Follow @henryconway 
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Benedict Cumberbatch may have lit up the 
starry lights of Tinseltown, but west London is 
where theproltfic actor's heart is, it seems 

Words VIOLET WILDER 


P recise, passionate and 
to-the-point are three 
accurate descriptions of 
Benedict Cumberbatch, 
the actor who has assumed a 
reputation for being ‘the thinking 
woman’s crumpet’. It’s a title he 
owes mainly to his excellent, 
award winning portrayal of that 
renowned London detective, 
Sherlock Holmes, in Steven 
Moffat and Mark Gatiss’ huge 
hit Sherlock. 

Fittingly, when quizzed on 
whether he will ever don that 
infamous deerstalker hat again 
following the rumours (by a 
British newspaper) that series 
four, which aired last January, 
would be his last, the 41-year-old 
Londoner becomes suddenly 
obstinate, and, some might say, a 
tad Sherlockian. ‘I don’t think 
I’ve ever spoken about that and, I 
must say, it’s the irresponsible 
wing of your profession picking 
up on something I said out of 
context in an article, so it’s for 
you to untangle the mess,’ says 
Cumberbatch, adding firmly, and 
with a smirk, ‘I never said 
never. You NEVER say 
never with Sherlock.’ 


Be that as it may, fans of the 
show will still have to wait at 
least another year for the fifth 
series, so it is fortunate that 
Cumberbatch has his perfectly 
manicured fingers in plenty of 
other pies, most gargantuan of 
which is his recurring role as 
Doctor Strange in The Avengers 
universe, a journey that will 
include sequels, threequels, 
cameos and appearances in a 
litany of connected spin-offs - 
including a spot 
in Marvel’s 
most recent 
romp, Thor: 

Ragnarok. 

Playing a 
superhero is 
new ground for 
the star, but he insists the decision 
to take on the arrogant 
neurosurgeon turned Avenger was 
less about the inevitable profile 
boost, and more about job 
satisfaction. ‘It’s about me giving 
myself a surprise; it’s about doing 
something I haven’t done... or at 
least different in some degree if 
it’s not a complete U-turn,’ he 
says emphatically. ‘And the older 
I get, it’s about the people I want 


to work with, especially directors 
I want to work with - that’s a 
leading criteria. And because I 
have my own production 
company [Sunny March], I’m 
interested in making cinema that 
I’d like to see, so it’s not just 
about being in film, because to 
see projects from their inception 
to their completion is a new 
journey as well.’ 

Were another Hollywood actor 
to make these kinds of omissions, 
one might put it 
down to lip 
service, but 
Cumberbatch is 
a thoroughbred 
thespian and 
unlikely to talk 
frivolously about 
his craft. His parents, Timothy 
Carlton and Wanda Ventham, 
were well-known television actors 
who raised Cumberbatch and his 
half-sister Tracy in their top-floor 
flat in Kensington. ‘The place was 
bought in the 1970s for something 
like three grand,’ he laughs. ‘But 
for somewhere so cheap, the 
memories and experiences are 
rich. My first word, supposedly, 
was “helicopter”, as I used to be 


I never said never. 
You never say never 
with something 
like Sherlock 
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transfixed by these strange 
machines flying overhead on their 
way to Kensington Palace. 

‘Kensington is always a 
neighbourhood that feels relaxed, 
open, yet fiercely private,’ he 
continues. ‘My parents worked 
very hard to maintain what they 
had and to send me to a public 
school, but I’d have been just as 
happy in and 


around 

Kensington, and 
it’s reassuring 
that going back 
there now 
doesn’t really 
feel any 
different.’ 

With teenage ambition seeing 
him stray towards the legal 
profession, the stage lights were 
never moved far from 
Cumberbatch’s mind, and time at 
Harrow cemented a belief that his 
creative strands were better suited 
to traditional entertainment, and 
certainly not the form seen in 


courtrooms. ‘I had the privilege of 
being able to choose, or at least 
have the opportunity to work at, 
being anything but an actor,’ he 
says. ‘But in the end acting was 
something I knew I just had 
to pursue.’ 

Cumberbatch may have 
fulfilled his starry destiny, but he 
has never made the move fully to 
Hollywood, 

Kensington is always preferring to 
a neighbourhood that in his home city . 
feels relaxed, open, yet And while he > 

r ^ wife Sophie and 

fiercely private y0 un g sons, 

Christopher and 
Hal, currently reside in north 
London, that stolid loyalty to his 
home turf was proved 
unequivocally when he was part 
of the campaign to (successfully) 
save the historic Kensington 
Odeon building from being turned 
into flats, making him a hero both 
on and off the screen. 

‘There are some things you 



just have to throw your weight 
behind,’ he says. ‘And there are 
some things so engrained in the 
culture of local life, they really 
shouldn’t be lost, and still are... 
but we have to try.’ D 
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BENEATH THE 


With many institutions in Mayfair being so famous for 
their Christmas festivities, we take a look behind the scenes 
to find out how they stay on top of their game each year 

Words BETHAN ANDREWS 


C ome December central 
London is a bath of 
festivity with fabulous 
light displays running 
miles along the streets, window 
displays like no other, and 
landmark stores and hotels such as 
Harrods, Hamleys and The Savoy 
surprising us with something 
completely different to the events 
and windows of previous years. 


Have you ever found yourself 
wondering how these acclaimed 
establishments continue to surprise 
us each year and how they remain 
at the top of their festive game and 
high reputations? 

I definitely have, and it seems 
that planning is almost certainly 
the key ingredient, with many 
stores and hotels telling me that 
they start planning for Christmas 


as early as February or March 
(that’s if they don’t start two years 
in advance)! The second running 
theme that arose was the idea of 
surprise, as everyone aims to do 
something different to the last year. 
That’s not to mention the levels of 
focus that have to go on just the 
display elements alone. So, what 
has this led to this year throughout 
Mayfair and central London? 
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COLLABORATION 

Even those who are considered the 
best of the best need a little help 
from their friends sometimes, and 
collaboration at Christmas sets off 
a feeling of community and 
camaraderie too. It’s something 
that, generally, Mayfair does very 
well indeed. 

This year, The Savoy and 
Penhaligon’s, both favoured by the 
Mayfair visitor and similar in their 
rich heritage, have joined together 
to bring the scents of Christmas to 
the air of London and to create a 
huge spectacle of joy throughout 
the whole of the hotel. Named A 
Savoy Christmas by Penhaligon’s, 
the collaboration will create the 
theme of ‘Christmas is in the Air’ 
throughout the hotel. 

‘We plan Christmas from 
February onwards with ideas, mood 
boards and sketches,’ says Belinda 
Bowles, creative floral design 
manager. ‘The bespoke decor and 
construction begins in August and 
is completed by early November, 
always finished to the finest detail. 
We have to always look for new, 
exciting collaborations with luxury 
British brands and then work 
together to collectively design 
innovative Christmas decor.’ 


In order to bring that 
something special to people, the 
collaboration this year will feature 
a stunning showpiece in the front 
hall where a magnificent tree will 
be surrounded by whimsical 
features reminiscent of a Victorian 
Christmas, created exclusively for 
Penhaligon’s by acclaimed 
designer Kristjana Williams. 

One of the observations that 
stores have found at Christmas 
time is that people yearn for 
nostalgia and to be surrounded by 
stories both new but also old, so 
The Savoy and Penhaligon’s are 
creating an ode this year to the 
age old tradition of decorating the 
Christmas tree, something that 
was brought to England from 
Germany by Queen Victoria. 

To do this better than anyone 
else, there will be an interactive 
installation in the form of a pop¬ 
up story book with a Christmas 
tale featuring Penhaligon’s festive 
characters and layer upon layer of 
3D designs will fill the space. This 
theme of Christmas is in the Air 
will continue throughout the 
whole of The Savoy and will 
include window displays and 
Savoy Christmas crackers with 
mini fragrances within. ► 
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BLOWDRY • TANNING 



New Customer Offer 

Receive 25% OFF your first blow dry 
and get your first tanning session for FREE with this voucher 



020 7924 3201 . hello@bloandgo.london 
33 St John’s Hill, Battersea, London, SW11 ITU 
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HISTORY 

Harrods might be a place that 
holds a lot of history and tradition, 
but that doesn’t mean to say that 
each year is the same - far from it, 
in fact. It could be argued that the 
history of the store actually puts 
more pressure on the planning 
stages, as it’s important they don’t 
surprise people too much, but that 
they do something fresh. And 
collaboration is also key here as 
they have teamed up with Dolce & 
Gabbana to make the season extra 
special for its customers. 

On the fourth floor of Harrods, 
Dolce & Gabbana have worked to 
recreate the unique atmosphere of 
an Italian street market, with all its 
infinite nuances. It’s a story of 
flowers, toys, gastronomic 
delicacies, vivacity and joy. 
Everything on this floor will seem 
as if it were in the middle of an 
Italian piazza. Dazzling lights will 
adorn every comer: the entrance, 
the ceiling, the booths, and the 
installations inspired by the famous 
hand-painted Sicilian carts. Visitors 
will be transported into a real 
market suffused with the spirit of 
lively towns of Southern Italy. 



Each year we transform 
our store into a winter 
wonderland with a 
Christmas market, created 
to make shopping for your 
loved ones fun 


TRANSFORMATION 

Down the road at Heal’s, there is a 
huge focus each year on the 
window display - something of 
which is also planned long before 
even autumn arrives. But they also 
like to create a festive experience 
by incorporating a Christmas 
market and events throughout the 
store too. 

‘At Heal’s we want to give back 
to all of our loyal customers by 
inviting them to join us at our 
flagship store as we celebrate the 
festive season with free and 


ticketed in-store events as well as 
our annual Christmas party,’ says 
Tyrone Joseph, Heal’s Christmas 
buyer. ‘Each year we transform our 
store into a winter wonderland 
with a Christmas market, created 
to make shopping for your loved 
ones fun and stress-free.’ 

Those looking to create their 
own gift can get involved in master 
classes from the likes of Abigail 
Ahem and Bramble & Moss, 
giving them the opportunity to get 
creative and to learn a new craft 
along the way. ► 


theresident.co.uk j December 2017 27 


















insight 


MAGIC 

It’s not just the stores that have 
months of planning for winter and 
a pressure to make everything 
extra special at Christmas though. 
The hotels of Mayfair are tasked 
with creating magical get aways 
for those away from home too. 

Often, I’m told by the 
marketing teams at the various 
Mayfair hotels, it is the foyer that 
is the most important part of 
creating a sense of magic in the 
winter season and is key to them 
staying ahead of the competition. 
This year, The London EDITION 
has announced that their 2017 
Christmas tree will be designed by 
London-based illustrator, 
ceramicist and textile designer 
John Booth. 

Renowned for his graphic 


aesthetic featuring multi-layered 
collages of textures and colours, 
the tree will be revealed in the 
Lobby Bar, decorated with bespoke 
baubles that will illuminate the 
space with festive spirit. Similar to 
his studio practice, Booth plays an 
unconventional twist on his 
subjects by exploring with 
materials, textures and vibrant 
colours - perfect for the season. 

But it’s the way that he is 
defying the norms of a traditional 
tree that is most unique, as the 
handcrafted approach and fun 
textures celebrate and redefine the 
Yuletide season. He will also create 
unique, never-before-seen vases as 
a new avenue to his works, where 
they will be displayed at the 140- 
cover award-winning restaurant 
Berners Tavern inside the hotel, as 




************ 

************ 
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*Jt****A*A*jt 
*********** 


Above: The Hamleys 
elves help to add a sense 
of magic to the store at 
Christmas 

Left: John Booth’s Christmas 


It’s not just the stores that 
have months of planning 
for winter and a pressure 
to make everything extra 
special at Christmas 
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a more abstract and bold 
continuation of his work. 

To mark the occasion and with 
charity being such an important 
part of Christmas for many people, 
The London EDITION has 
partnered with not-for-profit House 
of Voltaire, where Booth’s 
creations will be sold. Proceeds 
will also be donated to The Albert 
Kennedy Trust, a charity that 
supports LGBTQ+ youth affected 
by homelessness.T’m really 
excited to be working on this 
Christmas installation,’ says Booth. 

‘As an extension of the limited 
edition face shaped vases that have 
been available previously, I am 
also thrilled that House of Voltaire 
will offer the tree’s decorations for 
the public to purchase. This will 


make the baubles feel universal 
and permanent and most 
importantly benefit the Albert 
Kennedy Trust and homeless 
LGBTQ+ youth.’ 

Magic is particularly important 
in the unveiling of the Hamleys 
windows too. Designed and 
developed by Hamleys Visual 
Merchandising team together with 
toy industry partner TY, the 
Christmas windows promise to 
capture a heart-warming scene that 
will fill you with festive glee. 

Our homegrown version of the 
American phenomenon, KIDZ 
BOP performed three well-known 
hits at the unveiling. The American 
version of Kidz Bop has already 
taken America by storm, selling 
over 16 million albums since their 


debut in 2000, so Hamleys felt it 
was time for the UK brand to take 
over home turf and help them to 
stand out from the crowd! 

Colin Morrisey, Group Head of 
Brand Design and VM, says: ‘As 
The Finest Toyshop in the World, 
we have visitors coming from all 
comers to see our world famous 
Christmas windows, and this year, 
in collaboration with TY and 
creative visionaries Propability, we 
have delivered a magical animated 
scene our young visitors will love 
and remember for years to come.’ 

With so much work having 
gone on behind the scenes, it 
would be rude not to get out there, 
enjoy the festivities and the sheer 
spectacle and design of these 
wonderful places - wouldn’t it? D 
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The boutiques lining Mayfair’s elegant streets make 
light work of Christmas shopping woes. Here’s where 
to find the most exquisite gifts London has to offer... 



NEW BOND STREET 

Without doubt one of the capital's most iconic 
shopping spots. New Bond Street has you 
covered this Christmas. Inside Smythson's 
handsome new flagship store you can expect 
skillfully-made diaries, refined leather luggage 
and Christmas cards galore, and what better 
gift for the person who has everything than a 
bespoke stationery set, crafted using the 
brand's original engraving technique? 

At Anya Hindmarch there's a kaleidoscope 
of accessories to appease even the most 
esteemed style aficionado, and the clever 
Build a Bag concept means you can create a 
head-turning tote to suit him or her perfectly. 
Pick out the base, straps and tassels, and the 
spritely shop assistants will put the whole thing 
together in a flash. It'll then be placed into 
one of Hindmarch's signature striped bags so 
that it's ready to go under the tree. 


T here’s no denying that 

Christmas shopping can be 
a stressful affair, but there’s 
a smattering of particularly 
lovely shops in Mayfair that have 
pulled out all the stops to take the 
hassle, confusion and altogether 
mania out of the present hunting 
process. So whether you’re buying 
for your mother, father, other half 
or long-lost cousin, an abundance 


of beautiful gifts await, and this 
year there are some seriously 
inventive services to give your 
chosen token an extra special 
touch. From while-you-wait 
monogramming and impressive 
build-your-own concepts to all- 
encompassing fragrance journeys, 
there’s no shortage of ways to go 
the extra mile. We’ve rounded up 
the very best of them just for you... 
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THE ROYAL ARCADE 


A timeless promenade in the beating heart of 
Mayfair, The Royal Arcade is something of a haven 
for Christmas shoppers. Delight the chocolate lover 
in your life with a treat or two from Charbonnel et 
Walker's festive collection, inspired by 19th century 
paper theatres. The Port & Cranberry truffles are 
devilishly good, the enormous Dress Circle Hamper 
is sure to impress, and the elegant emerald, red 
and gold boxes are works of art in themselves. 

At Ormonde Jane, glorious gifts come in the form 
of indulgent bath oils, hand-poured scented 
candles and fragrances - all of which are elegantly 
wrapped and topped with a thick, glossy ribbon. 

Along with beautifully-cut tailored pieces you'll 
find a style-led collection of stocking fillers for the 
gentleman in your life at Paul Smith. From cufflinks 
and money clips to printed socks in punchy shades, 
you'll be spoilt for choice, and if you're after 
something a touch more personal, the smart leather 
wallets can be artfully monogrammed. 
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MOUNT STREET 

Gazed upon by the striking Tracey Emin-designed Connaught Christmas 
Tree, the boutiques that border Mount Street are some of the finest in 
London. There are terrific cocktail dresses to be found at Roksanda llincic, 
statement-making separates at LOEWE, and hip jeweller Delfina Delettrez's 
emerald-hued store is a delight, with handcrafted pieces set with fanciful 
charms and bold stones. 

To seek out a new signature fragrance for somebody very special, embark 
on a fragrance journey at the celestially scented Creed boutique. Once 
you've picked out the right scent - be it something sensual or a fresh, 
aquatic number - the obliging team will engrave your chosen set of initials 
onto the bottle to ensure it's a truly memorable present. 


BURLINGTON ARCADE 


A handful of new shops have arrived at Burlington Arcade 
just in time for Christmas. Mulberry's recently opened gifting 
boutique has a bijou gin bar upstairs, so once you've 
snapped up the perfect present you can treat yourself to an 
expertly shaken cocktail inspired by the label's new line up. 

To celebrate the new store opening, Atkinsons has 
launched a wonderfully gift worthy limited edition fragrance 
named 41 Burlington Arcade. With notes of liquorice, 
cedarwood and amber, it captures the very spirit of modern- 
day Mayfair. Another newcomer is The Sophie Hulme 
Personalisation Boutique where the sophisticated totes and 
clutch bags can be hand-painted or gold-foiled in front of 
your very eyes. 

The amiable and impeccably dressed staff at Laduree 
can fill beauteous Nuit de Noel gift boxes with a macaron 
selection that your loved ones will adore, and new for the 
festive season is the delectable Celeste Yule Log - filled with 
a melted hazelnut praline and decorated with silver pearls, 
it's guaranteed to please any sweet tooth. 
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THE 

CHRISTMAS 

The King’s Road may he home to some wonderful SPIRIT 

events and shopping destinations this Christmas, 
hut it also hoasts welcoming and restful churches. 

Here we go behind the scenes at four of them 

Words MARK KEBBLE 



THE WREN 
CHAPEL 

The Reverend Steven 
Brookes 


What is the main focus of your 
ministry at this time of year? 

To welcome over 5,000 people to 
carol services held here, and get 
ready for Christmas. This year we 
are holding an earlier service on 
Christmas Eve at 6pm rather than 
the usual midnight mass, which is 
still being held at other local 
churches. This will allow those 
with younger children or those 
who want to be home earlier in the 
evening to take part. 


What do you see as the 
importance of having such 
magnificent and tranquil 
spaces that are open to 
everyone not only at 
Christmas, but throughout 
the year? 

It reminds people of transcendence. 


Given that many people today 
do not subscribe to any 
religion how do you think we 
can share the values and 
warmth more widely to 
connect with people from all 
backgrounds and cultures? 
Open doors, offer a warm 
welcome, and listen. 


How long have you been at 



the church? 

I have been here four years. It 
always surprises me how busy the 
Chapel of the Royal Hospital is 
and we ensure that all 
In-Pensioners feel it is their chapel. 

Chelsea is renowned as a 
wealthy part of the world, but 
there is also a lot of 
deprivation in certain parts. 
How do you think there can 
be a greater connection and 
relationship between the 
different groups of people in 
the area? 

Our In-Pensioners visit people in 


hospitals, prisons and serve food to 
the homeless. Better links between 
churches to share stories and 
actions will foster greater 
understanding. 

Of course, people are busy 
shopping for gifts for their 
loved ones - what would you 
suggest they give to each 
other? 

Time - no iPhones or tablets on 
Christmas Day. 

What would you particularly 
like for Christmas this year? 

A rest! 
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ST LUKE'S 

The Reverend Prebendary 
Dr Brian Leathard MA 

What is the main 
focus of your 
ministry at this time of year? 

Hospitality - we will welcome 
probably 15,000 people through 
our doors to services during 
December. It’s important to offer a 
welcome to the warmth and sacred 
space of our churches, modelling 
the warmth of the stable in 




Holy Trinity £ located qt the 
heart of Sloane Square 
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Bethlehem. 



ministering among the needs of 
such a massively diverse 
community. 


Chelsea is renowned as a 
wealthy part of the world, but 
there is also a lot of 
depravation in certain parts. 
How do you think there can 
be a greater connection and 
relationship between the 
different groups of people in 
the area? 

To put it bluntly: come to church. 
It’s probably in the institutions of 
our community, including the 
churches, schools and hospitals, 
that you’ll find real mixing and 
engagement happening across 
economic barriers. 


Is there anything would you 
particularly like for Christmas 
this year? 

Anything that is given with love 
and thought. 


Given that many people today 
do not subscribe to any 
religion, how do you think we 
can share the values and 
warmth more widely to 
connect with people from all 
backgrounds and cultures? 

The message of Christmas is 
universal - God loves the world so 
much that every person has the 
capacity to become Christlike. 
Christmas shows that it is often in 
the unexpected, the forgotten, the 
simple things of life, the children, 
that we can learn most about God. 
That transcends any barriers. 


How long have you been at 
the church? 

I’ve been Rector of Chelsea for 11 
years now. It’s a great place to be a 
priest because of the diversity of 
the parish’s life-diversity in terms 
of ethnicity, age, economic 
standing; diversity amongst faith 
traditions too. Our priorities lie in 



HOLY 
TRINITY & 

ST SAVIOUR 

The Reverend Paul 
Gismondi, Curate 


What is the main focus of your 
ministry at this time of year? 

Our focus is the same as it is every day 
of the year: to proclaim the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ in this place. To praise and 
worship God the Holy Trinity. And to 
witness our faith is in what we try to 
do for those who suffer in body mind 
or spirit. 

What do you see as the 
importance of having such 
magnificent and tranquil spaces 
that are open to everyone not only 
at Christmas, but throughout the 
year? 

We hope that by keeping Holy Trinity 
open every day of the year, as many 
people as possible can experience the 
beauty and peace of this jewel of the 
Arts and Crafts movement. Life is 
becoming ever more hectic and 
dangerous and bewildering, and 
sometimes the ability to simply sit down 
in the quiet of this magnificent, holy 
space is a way to cope with the pressure 
of the day and to remember some of the 
really important things in life. 

How long have you been at 
the church? 

I arrived as curate just after I was 
ordained at St Paul’s in July 2016. A 
great surprise and blessing has been the 
diversity of the people who are part of 
our Church community: they come from 
all over the world and live in different 
parts of London, but come together in 
all their variety to worship and witness 
here at Holy Trinity. Also, the ► 
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Let us make you 
beautiful this Christmas 

JM Haute Coiffure’s brand new international team of young, 
edgy, highly experienced and highly trained hair stylists offer 
bespoke haircuts, immaculate blowdries, the very best in colour 
services, intensive keratin conditioning scalp and hair treatments 
and hair styling services for those special occasions! Our beauty 
team offer bespoke make up services, manicures, pedicures and 
eyebrow shaping to enhance the brows’ natural outline or entirely 
reconstruct their shape to provide a perfect facial definition. 

JM 

HAUTE COIFFURE 


68 Gloucester Road, London, SW7 4QT 
T: 0207 584 6888 
www.jmcoiffure.co.uk 


GREAT HAIR, BECAUSE YOU ONLY GET ONE FIRST IMPRESSION! 
















CHELSEA 

OLD 

CHURCH 

The Reverend Canon 
David Reindorp TD DL 


What is the main focus of your 
ministry at this time of year? 

Our main focus is the ten carol 
services we have and the 2,000 
plus people, adults and children 
who will come to church in 
Christmas week. 


How long have you been at 
the church? 

I have been at the church 11 years. 
Human need never changes. On a 
Sunday some 250 adults and 50 
children come to church. This year 
we will have done 75 baptisms, 26 
weddings and 43 funerals. It means 
we do a baptism, wedding, and 
funeral every week. 


Chelsea is renowned as a 
wealthy part of the world, but 
there is also a lot of 
deprivation. How can there be 
a greater connection between 
the different groups of people 
in the area? 

The most important thing is that 
we all live together and care for 
each other. 


Given that many people today 
do not subscribe to any 
religion, how can we share the 
values more widely to connect 
with people from all 
backgrounds and cultures? 
Christmas is the one time with 
belief or not belief we can reflect 
on the poor and weak and lonely, 
and how we can make our society 
more whole. 


Intermission Youth Theatre Project 
at St Saviour allows us to reach 
vulnerable young people in unique 
and surprising ways. We have been 
working on being better 
neighbours to the commercial 
enterprises in the Parish: being 
there for their staff members and 
helping them promote their 
businesses, and we hope to build 
on the start we have made. 

Chelsea is renowned as a 
wealthy part of the world, but 
there is also a lot of 
deprivation in certain parts. 
How do you think there can 
be a greater connection and 
relationship between the 
different groups of people in 
the area? 

Perhaps one of the most important 
ways we can share is by trying to 
build up our community ties: by 
volunteering; by contributing to 
one of the many causes that 
support those seeking to help those 
less fortunate, like the Glass Door 
Project; by simply smiling and 
saying hello to those whom we 
meet on our streets. 

What would you particularly 
like for Christmas this year? 

The idea of a nice lie-in on a cold 
winter’s morning is probably the 
most luxurious thing I can imagine. 



What do you see as the 
importance of having such 
magnificent places that are 
open to everyone not only at 
Christmas, but throughout 
the year? 

A chance to reflect on our destiny 
and our purpose in life. 


What would you particularly 
like for Christmas this year? 

I’d like to be thinner - but I have 
everything. A wife, children, a 
grandchild. But you can never 
have too many fountain pens. Q 

kingsroadchelsea.london/ 

churches 



















BRILLIANT INC 

LONDON 

BRILLIANT Inc is a diamond lovers paradise. 

We specialise in fine jewellery set with man made gems, 
stunning in both price and beauty. 



www.brilliantinc.co.uk 
Tel +44 20 7259 9555 

320 KING’S ROAD, LONDON, SW3 5UH 














Luxurious Christmas presents for all the family 




















OMirror in brass, £395, 
minimalux.com 


Saber large velvet cushion, 
£195, houseofhackney 


Icons Collection 
soap dispenser, £28, 
rorydobner.com 


Greta textured jug, 
£25, habitat.co.uk 


RT100 turntable, £249.99, robertsradio.com 



FOR 

THE 

HOME 



On-trend items that 
will bring a little bit of 
luxe to every space 


Wall Street 
electronic 
toothbrush by 
Bruzzoni, £120, 
selfridges.com 



Windsor deep-buttoned ottoman, £658 
(plus fabric), The Sofa 8c Chair Company 
(thesofaandchair.co.uk) 




Bump cone vase, £100, 
tomdixon.net 


London diffuser, £48, 
lavenderandlillie.com 





Ceres bone and 
brass salad servers, 
£35, one.world 


Concrete and metal 
standing planter, £179, 
westelm.co.uk 
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West London teacup and saucer set, 
£25, houseofcally.com 



Royal Festival Hall print, from £30, 
linescapes.co.uk 



Mini stand mixer in matt black, 
£449, kitchenaid.co.uk 


Teva cashmere blend throw, 
£419, oyuna.com 





Diamond espresso cup, £20, 
Olivia Weinberg 
(ow-london.com) 


Botanical cactus 
coasters, £11.95 
for set of 4, 

grahamandgreen.co.uk 



Slit side table 
in brass by Hay, 
£365, amara.com 



Op Art backgammon set, £395, 
uk.jonathanadler.com 




O Drexel decanters, 
£491 for set of 2, 
arteriorshome.com 


Limited-edition hand-carved 
porcelain leaf sculptures, from 
£375, katieridleymurphy.com 
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Cashmere 
contrast heel and toe socks, 
£42, carolinegardner.com 




Deco Ring, £170, 
brilliantinc.co.uk 



jumper, £290, 
bellafreud.com 



SUSAN NK KAUFMAN.** 


500 ml (16.9 FL 0Z) 

Susanne Kaufmann Oil 
Bath for the Senses, £62, 
libertylondon.com 


FOR 

STYLE 

FANS 

Make their most 
elegant wishes come 
true this year 



Sheepskin 
unstructured 
Stole, 

£149, 

thewhitecompany.com 



Swan Dreams 

pressed powder compact, 

£200, esteelauder.co.uk 



Small lunch bag clutch, 
£785, proenzaschouler.com 


Touche Eclat 25 





N°5 

Fragments 

D’or, 

£70 

chanel.com 


Mamie embellished fitted 
halter dress, £531.41, 
aliceandolivia.com 


Elizabeth 
and 
James 
Nirvana 
Amethyst, 
£69, 
harrods.com 


Patek Philippe Grand 
Complication watch, price 
on request, boodles.com 
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Personalised notecards, £40, 
katieleamon.com 



Andy Warhol: The Impossible 
Collection, £650, assouline.com 



Ocean Main wall art print, £189, 
urbanoutfitters.com 


FOR 

CULTURE 

FANS 

Our pick of enlightening 
gifts will charm any 
arts aficionado 

Provence guide, £15 
weekendjournals.co.uk 


Untitled Print by Katy 
Binks, £675, trouva.com 





Gibson acoustic 2018 
Parlor Rosewood AG guitar, 
£1,799, dawsons.co.uk 


Phantom Architecture 
by Philip Wilkinson, £25, 
waterstones.com 


Decorative globe, £28, 
anthropologie.com 



Tube grid wall 
print, £89, 

urbanoutfitters.com 
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Elipson Omega 100 Riaa bluetooth turntable, £499, stereosolutions.co.uk 


Sony Virtual Reality Bundle, £479.99, 
selfridges.com 


Bang & Olufsen Beoplay A1 in 
sandstone, £199, johnlewis.com 



Cube clock, 
£35, conranshop.com 



M10 Silver camera, £5,850, 
leicastore-mayfair.co.uk 



ELECTRDIHC FDDTBRLL 


Classic electronic 
football handheld 
game, £26, 
urbanoutfitters.com 


S.T. Dupont 
Ligne 2 
Diamond 
Head lighter, 
£595, 
harrods.com 




FOR 

GADGET 

FANS 

The very best tech toys 
to impress the genius 
in your life 


Supersonic 
hair dryer, £299, 
dyson.co.uk 


Pioneer Alox Limited Edition 
2017 penknife, £48, 
victorinox.com 


Artisan stand mixer, 
£549, kitchenaid.co.uk 


Native Union Lightning Marble DOCK+, 
£110, mrporter.com 


Traverse Graphite outdoor 
watch, £325, suunto.com 
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Vilac ride on classic car, £114, 
alexandalexa.com 


Instax Mini 9 in 

ice blue, £73.99, fujifilm.co.uk 


Riccardo 
Raccoon, £26, 
jellycat.com 


Oeuf NYC Bunny doll, £77, 
scandimini.com 


Nobodinoz Phoenix 
teepee, £125, from 
nubie.co.uk 


Jingle Reindeer, £20, 
thewhitecompany.com 


Purple Haze 
skateboard, £22, 
pennyskateboards.com 


Micro Scooters 
Ms Suspension 
scooter, £199, 
harrods.com 


Moulin Roty DIY 
tool box, £43, 
alexandalexa.com 
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gift guide 




Fully forged filleting knife, £79, tomkerridge.com 


Sweet by Yotam Ottolenghi and 
Helen Goh, £27, ottolenghi.co.uk 


Snowed in 
Hamper, £150, 
harveynichols.com 


Marcel Wanders 
Mami XL 
decanter, 

£45, 

alessi.com 


SWEET ‘ 



Biscotti tin 600g, £14.95, 
carluccios.com 



FOKTNUM& MASON 


The Niche Co. 
mind tea, £11.99, 
selfridges.com 


Christmas pudding 
Madeira, £15.95, 
fortnumandmason.com 


FOR 

FOOD 

FANS 

Gourmet enthusiasts 
will adore these 
indulgentfoodie treats 




Fornasetti teapot, £325, selfridges.com 



Frederic Gooris Virgula Divina bottle 
opener, £23.50, alessi.com 


I 



Small Christmas 

pudding, £45, claridges.co.uk 


Chocolate Mini Moon, £15, 
marcolini.com 



Merry Christmas signature box, £15, 
hotelchocolat.com 
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■*Dal pitted olives 
PICANTE 


CROPWEll 

- CMAHIIV 


Potted 
BLUE STIL 


WITH VOUCHER CODE: 

MISTLETOE 
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FRED SMITH 

How Christmas in Flatiron is planned months, or even years, in advance 


C hristmas is a hectic and magical time of 
year for everyone, from teachers 
preparing Nativity plays to the Royal 
Mail frantically delivering cards and 
packages. Every year it always seems to be busier 
and start earlier and in restaurants it is no exception. 

It feels like as soon as summer comes to a close we 
have to start planning for Christmas. At Flat Iron, the 
planning starts much earlier than that as we are 
thinking about beef that we will be serving years in 
advance. 

We do not offer any special menus for Christmas, 
but we still want to make it feel special in our own 
way. Of course our own way, true to form, involves 
beef - and a lot of it! The beef supply for Flat Iron is 
a full-time job (mine luckily as Head of Beef) and we 
take it very seriously. We have our own herd of cattle 
made up of traditional and rare breed animals who are 
cared for by Charles Ashbridge, a third-generation 


farmer in North Yorkshire. 

The animals we select tend to be slow maturing 
breeds as we believe they make the best beef. This is 
an unusual approach for a restaurant and requires 
careful planning well in advance. On top of this we 
are forever looking for new farmers and butchers to 
make sure we can provide the best quality steak to all 
our guests. 

Christmas is another great reason to get really 
excited about the beef we bring into the butchery in 
our restaurant in Henrietta Street. By having our own 
herd coupled with our own butchery we are in the 
unique position to be able to prepare the full carcass 
in any way that suits us. We are able to cut to our 
own exacting specifications and dry-age the meat as 
much or as little as each cut requires. 

This Christmas we will be cutting Belted 
Galloway and will work our way through the cuts 
while also running a unique burger in collaboration 
with Patty & Bun, which will be served in our new 
Golbome Road restaurant for a limited time only. 

Another reason to be excited this festive season is 
our repurposed antique dry-ageing fridge also found 
in our Golborne Road restaurant. This unique feature 
allows us to age foreribs of beef that little bit further, 
which we hope will suit our guests who are looking 
for something extra special this Christmas. 

These rib steaks, weighing around one kilo, are 
quite remarkable when cooked over our custom made 
charcoal grill. They are a fine example of how all our 
hard work and planning come to fruition - and seeing 
how happy our guests are when they tuck in is what 
makes working in restaurants so satisfying. D 

flatironsteak.co.uk 



theresident.co.uk | December 2017 47 










gourmet 


A NOVEL 
MARKET 

Head down to the Novikov Christmas 
Market this season to find the bestfestive 
culinary surprises in Mayfair 

Words ALEXANDER LARMAN 


C hristmas is coming, 
and the goose is 
getting fat. In Mayfair, 
however, you’ll search 
in vain for any geese, as there is a 
great deal more in the way of both 
culinary delights and simple fun 
when the Novikov Christmas 
Market comes round once again. 

Something of an annual 
tradition now, it will see the 
entirety of Mayfair Place closed 
off for a weekend of merry¬ 
making, including everything from 
shopping at Boom Jewellery and 
Byron & Brown, amongst many 
others, to having a visit to the 
Louis Roederer Ice Bar. Carols 
will be diversified with the sound 
of DJs Sally Kettle and Spencer 
Mac, and the whole thing promises 
to be a celebration of the riches 
and delights of 2017 London. 

None of this would be 
happening without the guiding 


spirit of Novikov, which organises 
the jollity. As the restaurant’s 
general manager Caroline Taylor 
tells me: ‘It takes about six months 
to organise, and we try and keep it 
within as “European traditional” a 
feel as possible. What I really love 
about it is that it’s both a really big 
event, and attracts people from 
many walks of life, just as the 
restaurant does all year round. 
We’re very conscious that Novikov 
is a “must visit” establishment for 
many of our guests, and try very 
hard to replicate that atmosphere 
with our festive market.’ 

To that end, the whole 
atmosphere denotes Christmas fun 
in the most enjoyable of ways. 

‘The highlights for me, personally, 
are quite varied. I love the 
Christmas gift stalls, which are 
really unusual and interesting, and 
I’m also a big fan of the cosy 
festive ambience that comes 




about,’ says Taylor. 

‘I’ll be opening the stalls at 
1 lam on Friday, and will then be 
making sure that I check out the 
ice bar and the DJs that evening. 

We put a great deal of care and 
attention into making sure that 
there are street minstrels, carol 
singers, but also big treats such as 
live reindeer - and of course it 
wouldn’t be a Christmas market 
without an appearance from Santa.’ 

Feedback from guests on 
previous years has always been 
positive - ‘They love the whole 
atmosphere, as it really kick starts 
the fun of Christmas, particularly if 
they manage to have a drink at the 
ice bar’ - and so the brief this year 
has been to make the whole thing 
more festive, if possible. Chances 
are they will succeed admirably. 

The food at the event will be 
‘street food a la Novikov’, which 








S22H 


will offer a range of the Asian and 
Italian dishes that the restaurant 
usually serves. The hope, 
presumably, is to engage regular 
visitors with a few tastes of what 
they usually enjoy, but also to 
attract new diners. Christmas is, of 
course, a busy time when it comes 
to office parties, and Taylor is keen 
to avoid ‘anything cliched - what 
we’re always at the ready for are 
lots of tailor-made party menus 
that suit 
individual 
groups’. 

This is a 
reflection of the 
restaurant going 
the extra mile; in 
a very competitive and busy 
market, it has certainly 
distinguished itself both with 
Mayfair locals and visitors. Taylor 
puts this down to a combination of 


factors. ‘We have great energy, real 
attention to detail, we use fantastic 
produce and the surroundings are 
striking,’ Taylor tells me. ‘But of 
course all of this is down to “the 
enablers”, as we 
call our staff. It’s 
been fascinating 
watching the 
restaurant grow 
from being an 
unknown 
quantity to becoming a successful 
and driving influence, in fact 
bordering on an institution, after 
six years at the forefront of the 
Mayfair dining scene.’ 


They love the 
atmosphere, it kick 
starts Christmas 


novikovrestaurant.co.uk 


There are, of course, potential 
pitfalls ahead over the coming 
years, not least in the looming 
shape of Brexit, but the ethos 
behind the restaurant is simple: 
‘Look up, and strive to be better.’ 

And finally, once all the fun is 
over for another year, there’s the 
small matter of Christmas at home. 
What will Taylor be having for her 
seasonal feast? ‘I enjoy having 
goose and turkey, along with all the 
trimmings - because what’s 
Christmas for otherwise?’ Well 
might you ask. D 
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FOOD 

NOTEBOOK 

Delightfully festiveflavours and a sprinkling of new Indian eateries... 



AN ELEGANT AFFAIR 

Sitting pretty on Albemarle Street Isabel is a 
feast for the senses. To ring in the season, 
the team have launched a winter breakfast 
menu featuring refined yet notably hearty 
dishes centred around freshly-baked arepas 
- the South American pancake-style dish 
that has become the restaurant's signature. 
To accompany the new menu, there's a 
vibrant collection of enlivening breakfast 
cocktails and smoothies. And, for time-poor 
types, Isabel has introduced the Lunch Hour 
menu - a selection of sharing dishes 
designed to be enjoyed within the hour. 
Favourites include braised beef short rib and 
roast sea bass with sauteed artichokes. 

26 Albemarle Street W1S 4HY; 
isabelwl .london 
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FEELING 

DECADENT 


All gilded mirrors and flickering 
fireplaces. The Lanesborough is a 
wonderful setting for a festive lunch. 
Michelin-starred Celeste is serving a 
Christmas menu for groups of four or 
more between now and 25 Dec. 
oetkercollection.com 


gourmet 



SWEET THING 

The Christmas menu at rustic yet 
refined Belgravia dining spot La 
Poule au Pot is sure to impress. To be 
served throughout December, it 
features a supremely comforting 
array of French classics. The smoked 
salmon roulade stuffed with crab is 
superb, and the roasted guinea 
fowl is rich and delicious. The stars of 
the show, however, have to be the 
desserts. Ever so alluring, the creme 
brOlee is sigh-inducingly good, and 
the tarte tatin could only be 
described as heaven on a plate. 

231 Ebury Street SW1W 8UT; 
pouleaupot.co.uk 



DRINK UP 


A go-to destination as much for the local business 
community to enjoy quick working lunches as it is 
for post-work gatherings and pre-theatre dinners, 
the smart, understated charm of the GBR 
restaurant at Dukes London is evident to all. Hotel 
guests and outside patrons alike are loving their 
delicious Bottomless Brunch offerings, available on 
Sundays only from 11th December. Expect 
delicious waffles or duck liver parfait, with all the 
bubbles you could wish for. Sounds perfect! 

To make a booking call 020 74914840 or visit 
gbrrestaurantslondon.com 


3 of the best. _ 

FOR A FESTIVE INDIAN FEAST 



Dishoom Kensington 

Along with an irresistible medley of flavour- 
packed Indian dishes, Dishoom Kensington 
melds Art Deco and Jazz in Night at the 
Bombay Roxy - a wildly immersive on-site 
theatre production that's sure to delight. 
4 Derry Street W8 5SE; 
dishoom.com 


Indian Accent 

Showcasing seriously creative Indian 
cuisine, chef Manish Mehrotra blends 
global ingredients with traditional flavours. 
The end result is a menu that's adventurous 
yet decidedly satisfying. 

16 Albemarle Street W1S 4HW; 
indianaccent.com 


Bombay Bustle 

Capturing the essence of Mumbai, this stylish 
Indian restaurant serves up colourful dishes 
based on recipes passed down through 
generations - think guncha-o-keema and 
chole bhaturey. 

29 Maddox Street W1S 2PA; 
bombaybustle.com 
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GYMKHANA 

Words ALEXANDER I.ARMAN 


A : 

ri 

y 


s I have noted 
in various other 
reviews this 
Lyear, there has 
been a renaissance in 
Indian and sub-continental 
cooking in London that 
leaves most other cuisines 
gasping for breath. The 
reasons why are, perhaps, 
simple; a combination of 
freshness of approach, a 
relative influx of talented 
young chefs, and, crucially, a largely Brexit- 
proof industry. 

Gymkhana cannot quite be considered the 
new kid on the block, having been around since 
2013, but the brainchild of Trishna’s Karam 
Sethi has been going from strength to strength 
since its inception. It isn’t hard to see why. A 
combination of really superlative cooking, an 
atmospheric Anglo-Indian room and the sort of 
top-notch service that leaves one wanting for 
nothing ensures that a visit here offers pleasure 
that all wallets can stretch to. 

At this stage, allow me to let you into a 
small secret. The a la carte menu at Gymkhana 
is comprehensive, delicious and well worth its 
Michelin star. It is also, unavoidably, 
expensive. However, there is also a lunch menu 
that comes at an altogether more reasonable 
price point (£25 for two courses, £30 for three) 



COST 

Lunch for two around'£ioo 

GOOD FOR... 

7 op-notch, Michelin starred 
Indian cuisine at an 
qfordableprice 

WHAT TO EAT... 

7 ’hekidgoatkeema is an 
u nusual, a nd delicio us, 
alternative to the usual lamb 
andchicken 

WHAT TO KNOW... 

A well-stocked cocktail list 
serves a very fine ‘Gy mkhana 
A lasala Fruit Cup, withgin 
andgingeralc 

RESIDENT 

RATING 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 


and offers many of the same 
dishes, cooked to perfection. 
One begins with perfect 
papadums and chutneys, 
and then an abbreviated 
version of the a la carte 
offers soft shell crab or a 
creamy, unctuous duck egg 
and lobster combination, 
followed by kid goat keema 
(complete with brains, 
although only the most 
hardened - or nervous - 
gourmet would be able to detect these) and 
hariyali bream. There is little fear that one will 
not be replete. In a city where the set menu is 
often an excuse to serve up small portions of 
mediocre fare, this is a shining exception. 

This egalitarian attitude extends to the 
(excellent) red and white house wine offered by 
the carafe, at £16 per half-bottle, and to the 
puddings, which are smaller but no less 
perfectly formed. I was particularly taken with 
the ‘Kesar Pista Angoori Rasmalai’, which 
consists of small, sweet dumplings in an 
exquisite sauce. Gymkhana doesn’t just leap 
through the hoops before it, it gallops over, 
around and above them. Long may it continue 
to do so. D 

42 Albemarle Street W1S 4JH; 020 3011 5900; 
gymkhanalondon.com 
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JOIN THE INN CROWD 

Discover Inn Places, a handpicked collection of the bestpubs with rooms 
in England and Wales, curated by industry expert David Hancock 


N ot so long ago the 
thought of staying 
overnight in a pub 
would conjure up vivid 
images of cheaply furnished 
bedrooms, the smell of stale beer 
and bathrooms that had seen better 
days. How things have changed - 
now you can stay in luxurious 
rooms, full of home-from-home 
comforts, where children and dogs 
are welcomed too. Recognising 
this growing trend of pubs with 
smart rooms and high quality food 
and drink has inspired industry 
expert David Hancock to create 
InnPlaces.co.uk, a niche website 
that showcases a carefully curated 
collection of England and Wales’s 
most stylish pubs with rooms. 

Hancock, who previously edited 
Sawday Pubs & Inns and AA 
Room at the Inn, explains: ‘I 
handpicked my personal favourites 
to launch www.InnPlaces.co.uk, to 
ensure customers can find the best 
inns and pubs with rooms that 
England and Wales has to offer. 
Some are posh with boutique-style 
rooms, while others ooze tradition 
and rustic country house charm. 

We look for rooms with a “wow” 
factor that will draw guests back 
time and again, but mostly for a 
winning combination of wonderful 
food, real ales and wine, 
comfortable bedrooms, and a 
genuine welcome from hands-on 
owners. Also important are 
inventive menus that brim with 
local produce, enthusiastic staff 
and excellent housekeeping.’ 

In order to make choosing 
where to stay even simpler, 
Hancock has curated his collection 
into Innspire Me categories such as 
Muddy Paws, Romantic Getaways 
and Family Friendly. Of particular 
interest to London residents is 
maybe his 90 Minutes from 



London collection, which 
showcases inns just a short hop 
from London and the M25, making 
them ideal venues for a weekend 
break or short stay away. 

However, Inn Places is so much 
more than just a collection of 
fabulous inns. Delve deeper into the 
website and alongside information 
on places to visit, local walks and 
independent shopping, you’ll find 
fascinating food trails that will give 
you a real flavour of the area you 
are visiting. Each food trail 
showcases local artisan producers, 
micro-breweries and vineyards 
offering tours, quality farm shops 
and delis plus other good pubs and 
eateries within a 20-mile radius of 
the inn - everything you need to 
know to help you craft the perfect 
break away. Q 


The recently published Inn Places 
Guide Book (Discover the Best 
Inns of England and Wales 
handpicked by David Hancock) 
can be purchased by visiting 
www.lnnPlaces.co.uk/the-guide. 


WIN... 

A TWO NIGHT STAY FOR 
TWO AT THE CAT INN, 
WEST HOATHLY IN WEST SUSSEX 

Here’s your chance to stay at a luxury inn 
within 90 minutes of London for free, plus nine 
runners up will win a copy of the new edition 
of Inn Places: Discover the Best Inns of England 
and Wales handpicked by David Hancock 


We are offering one lucky reader the chance 
to win a two night stay for two at the Cat Inn, 
including a three course dinner on one night, 
and a copy of the Inn Places Guide Book. 

Given proprietor Andrew Russell's 20 plus 
years at Gravetye Manor, it is no surprise he 
has developed a keen eye for detail. He's 
certainly rejuvenated the 16th-century Cat 
Inn that stands opposite the village church in 
West Hoathly. There's plenty of period charm 
on show - two large fireplaces for real fires, 
burnished panelling around the bar, a 
15th-century glass-covered well - and a 
more opened-up contemporary feel in the 
main dining area to the rear. The four 
bedrooms offer contemporary comforts, 
from king-size Vi-spring beds to nespresso 
coffee machines and free wifi; a couple of 
them boast stunning views of the 900-year- 
old village church just across the lane. 

HOW TO ENTER: You can enter online at 
www.innplaces.co.uk/LondonResident. 

Terms & Conditions apply and are detailed 
on the Inn Places website. Entries close 
midnight Sunday 31 December 2017. 


RRP £8.99 
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THEPEAK 

ON SLOANE STREET 

gym • pool • spa 


Experience the ultimate in fitness and relaxation at The Peak Health Club & 
Spa, Knightsbridge’s exclusive urban retreat. Enjoy unrivalled views of London 
whilst working out in the state-of-the-art gym, unwinding with a dip in the 
heated indoor pool or being pampered by one of our expert spa therapists. 

To find out more about our range of memberships including short-term, 
pool-only and under-30s, call 020 7858 7300 or visit peakhealthclub.com. 


J ume ii rah 

CARLTON TOWER 


STAY DIFFERENT ” 
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AARON SIMPSON 

There’s no doubt about it, consumers see through us 


A s the year draws to a close, I’m tempted to 
predict a few trends in tech, business and 
luxury. Seventeen years of working with 
individual clients and big global brands 
will give you good perspective on the things that can 
and can’t work in business. But what happens when 
we’re thrown a curve ball? We can’t predict them. You 
don’t have to be a chief economist to know how 
Brexit and Trump have upset the 
apple cart, but few would have 
predicted some of the things that 
have happened this year. As the 
founder of a business, I’m 
thinking about how we can learn 
and grow from events, rather than 
how we should cut down or turn 
inwards, especially when there’s a 
seismic shift you simply can’t ignore. 

A recurring theme emerges from the curve balls - 
the lack of and need for transparency. A major global 
brand is punished for its bad working practices when 
an employee decides to post a damning blog. A 
powerful film producer is accused of sexual 
harassment on an institutional scale. A reputable 
airline is publicly shamed when a video of cabin crew 
staff aggressively manhandling a passenger goes 
viral online. 

These stories may seem 
unconnected, but they aren’t. 

They’re part of the reason 
for that growing seismic 
shift I mentioned. It’s been 
building for a while now and 
this in itself is a challenge. 

People grow cynical, 
indifferent or suspicious 
when they’re repeatedly let 
down, or lied to. And who 
can blame them in current 
times? But I think this is 


I’m thinking about how 
we can learn from 
events, especially when 
there’s a seismic shift 



also a fabulous opportunity to turn things around. 

If people feel compelled to over-share their 
grievances and feelings online, then let’s embrace that 
and make sure that everything they do share is true. 
Let’s make it about sharing praise where it’s due, and 
good practice. In our interconnected world, people 
want to know what they’re consuming is ethical, be it 
a cup of coffee, a cab ride or a trip to the Bahamas. 

It’s their personal story. 

Experts at Come 
Communications found that 70% 
of millennials are willing to spend 
more with brands that support 
causes they care about. That 
cannot be ignored. Meaningful 
consumerism can be the only 
sustainable way forward for so 
many reasons, namely conserving the planet we call 
home. And brands need to get on board and think 
about their internal culture. That means that as 
businesses, we have to be OK with sharing our values 
and our practices, and if we’re not, then perhaps some 
soul-searching is called for. 

Consumers now expect to be able to find out pretty 
much everything about the brands they engage with. 
The danger is of course that your brand’s internal 
culture could also become your most powerful brand 
liability. Whether it’s the 
in-house diversity policy, 
the eco-footprint of your 
production or the way your 
employees are encouraged 
and supported, it’s got to be 
good enough to air in 
public. This is a theme I 
actually can predict will 
stay with us for the next 12 
months and far beyond. D 

quintessentially.com 
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HOME OF 

THE HAMPER 


As Fortnum & Mason gear up for another busy season 
creating their celebrated hampers, we discover the 
importance of history in the making of them 

Words BETHAN ANDREWS 



Fortnum’s make it part of their 
mission to surprise people and their 
hampers continue to do just that. 

So where did they come from 
and why were they put together in 
the first instance? Andrea Tanner 
has the unusual and magical job of 
being the company archivist and 
there is nothing that she doesn’t 
know about the history, the hampers 
and the stories behind the brand. 

‘We use the findings to tell 
stories, inform 
new and old 
products, and I 
run things like 
the Delicious 
History tour too 
where people can 
go behind the 
scenes at the building,’ she says. ‘I 
catalogue all of the collections and I 
try and find out fresh old stories, so 
I do a lot of research on the British 
Newspaper Archives and the Royal 
Household Archives too.’ 

She tells me that 
initially, the hampers 
weren’t picnic or 
Christmas hampers 
and, instead, they 


began as traveller’s baskets. There 
were a lot of coaching inns on 
Piccadilly and the customers would 
go into Fortnum’s and order 
wonderful things to eat and drink en 
route to wherever they were going. 
The customers would bring back the 
baskets and they would be reused - 
in those days, people would get 
their deposits back. 

At the beginning of the Romantic 
Movement, it suddenly became very 
fashionable for 
respectable people 
to eat outdoors 
and it was a 
natural 

progression that 
Fortnum’s would 
put these things 
into hampers, meaning that they 
soon became an absolute staple of 
the most fashionable events of the 
season, such as the Epsom Derby or 
the Henley Regatta. It’s the story 
behind them that really creates the 
magic and the fact that you are 
having a piece of history, in edible 
form. 


The hampers are 
the epitome of a 
traditional and 
indulgent Christmas 


T he aura of magic that 
surrounds Fortnum & 

Mason causes people in 
their thousands to flock to 
the store in the festive period. 
Christmas at Fortnum’s is so 
embedded in so many people’s own 
memories and traditions that, for 
many, the festivities haven’t started 
without a visit to the store. As home 
of the hamper, their wicker 
creations draw more and more 
people in every year. 

Their food hampers in particular, 
which were first created in the late 
1730s, have become synonymous 
with the brand - and it is perhaps 
fair to say that their festive creations 
have become somewhat the luxury 
product face of Christmas. For so 
many people - and I’m told that 
Dickens was one of them - the 
hampers are the epitome of a 
traditional and indulgent Christmas. 


‘Hampers at Christmas have a 
slightly different heritage,’ says 
Tanner. ‘It was really during the 
Edwardian period that we started 
making ready filled Christmas 
hampers for people. Fashions have 
changed, so the hampers change 
each year, and bespoke hampers 
have become more popular.’ 

I suppose a big question on 
the lips of so many would be: 
why Fortnum’s? After all, today 
you can buy amazing and creative 


► 
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hamper concoctions from so many 
other outlets including the slightly 
less expensive and more high street 
Marks & Spencer, Sainsbury’s or 
even Aldi these days. And alongside 
the trend of all things artisan and 
homemade, many people are simply 
buying the wicker and the products 
themselves to create their own. 

But it’s perhaps this artisanal 
heritage that still shines through for 
Fortnum & Mason and customer 
experience director Zia Zareem- 
Slade assures me that they are well 
worth the expense too. Plus, they 
make everyone happy and ensure 
the recipient feels very special. The 
sense of nostalgia that the hampers 
evoke mean that they continue to 
sell. ‘We created and invented them, 
so that’s important to note. But one 
of the great things is that we are a 
memory creation place,’ smiles 
Zareem-Slade. 

‘People remember the first time 
they came to Fortnum’s with the 
tradition of perhaps their parents 
bringing them every Christmas. We 
are very honoured that people take 
us into their hearts like that. The 
challenge is to ensure that when 
they come for those reasons that 


they get that, but that something 
reinforces the now as well.’ 

They are as popular now as they 
were then too. ‘If you get a 
Fortnum’s hamper it says that 
someone really likes you, has really 
thought about you and wants to give 
you a great treat,’ laughs Tanner. 
‘You can use the hamper afterwards 
and they are the ultimate in gifts to 
keep.’ They are a product for life, 
often reused and seen doing the 
rounds on Instagram or Pinterest as 
coffee tables, picnic hampers or 
fashionable storage items. 

Years ago they were referred to 
as parcels of joy, and it’s something 
that the brand is bringing back. 
‘There is an anticipation when you 


get one,’ says Zareem-Slade. ‘You 
have no idea what is in it, but the 
fact that it has our monogram on 
gives it a seal of quality that is 
unlike anything else. No other 
hamper includes food items that are 
ours. They’re the original and best.’ 

There is nothing quite like the 
joy of discovering something new, 
historical or just downright perfect 
within the depths of a Fortnum & 
Mason hamper it has to be said. 
Christmas is a time of feasting, 
discovery and indulgence after all, 
so perhaps there really is no better 
way to celebrate. Plus, they are the 
gift that keeps on giving. D 

fortnumandmason.com 
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An Island 


Escape to St Lucia’s first adult-only 
couples resort and discover a world 
where you are truly able to forget time 


ROMANCE 


Words 

BETHAN 

ANDREWS 


f someone tried to tell me that 
it would be good to reconnect 
with my partner, or that we 
should spend more quality 
time together doing activities that 
we wouldn’t ordinarily do, it’s the 
sort of advice that I’m usually very 
guilty of immediately dismissing. 

After all, my boyfriend and I 
are happy, spend a lot of our 
weekend’s surfing, walking or 
camping and I’m not sure that we 
need to add any other hobbies into 
the mix. But when Rendezvous St 
Lucia put the idea to us, it was 
packaged in such a way that was 
intrinsically inviting and, instead, I 
embraced it. It’s no surprise that 


people flock here for the wedding 
and honeymoon of their dreams. 

Located on the north west of the 
island, the resort of Rendezvous is 
a short drive from the city of 
Castries and an hour away from 
the main airport of Hewanorra. 

Cue two miles of powdery 
beach, exotic tropical gardens, one 
beautiful spa and all the cuisine 
you could ask for. Plus, the only 
outside influence here is entirely at 
your discretion. If you do choose 
to head out into the city though, I 
would highly recommend the Farm 
to Table experience, where a chef 
will escort you to the food market 
and teach you how to cook the 




One of the beautiful Seaside Suites 
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TRIP 

NOTES 


Rendezvous is the world's first 
boutique couples-only all-inclusive 
resort in the Caribbean, 

Rates at Rendezvous over the summer 
period start from $341 pppn on an all- 
inclusive basis. You can fly direct from 
London Gatwick with British Airways. 
See more at 

- 

theromanticholiday.com 



food back at the resort. 

It’s a place centered around 
creating stolen moments for 
couples, allowing extra time for 
activities together while still 
offering an environment that is 
relaxed. Whatever you choose to 
do, and anything you wish, can be 
planned before you arrive. At 
Rendezvous, they help you to 
design how you spend your days 
with a personalised list of activities 
and romantic moments. You can 
arrange everything beforehand, 
with their Stolen Time specialist. 

It means that the resort has a 
slightly old-fashioned feel to its 
hospitality, but believe me, this is a 
welcome break from the 21st 
century. With a champagne bar that 
hosts champagne tasting every 
evening, dance lessons on the 
terrace, champagne picnics on the 
beach (complete with saxophonist) 
to sporting activities, the staff at 
Rendezvous go above and beyond to 
create special memories for couples. 

It is for all these reasons that the 
wedding and honeymoon offerings 
at the resort stand out, as you can 
entirely create your dream 


occasion and it will all be dealt 
with by the wedding team before 
you arrive. With no stone left 
unturned when it comes to 
different setting options, as well as 
the post-wedding activities too, 
there is every chance to make your 
day everything you hope for. 

And the rooms don’t disappoint 
either. From Garden View to 
Seaside Suites, Verandah Suite to 
Ocean Front Cottages, there is 
something to suit all tastes. Cool, 
modern tones dominated our 
beautiful Verandah Suite, complete 
with a central feature bath and a 
balcony that makes you truly feel 
you’ve escaped into the treetops. 

A trip to St Lucia wouldn’t be 
as fulfilled in my opinion without a 
visit to the famous Pitons. The two 
volcanic plugs are situated within a 
World Heritage Site, linked by the 
Piton Mitan ridge. The twin peaks 
are not only beautiful, covered in 
lush rainforest and surrounded by 
blue waters, but they offer an 
opportunity to challenge yourself 
physically too. 

We were very fortunate that 
Rendezvous put together their Land 
and Sea trip for us to explore the 
island and it is 
something well 
worth doing. Our 
host ensured that 
we stopped off in 
local villages, 
sampled fresh 

bread from a local bakery and 
understood the culture of St Lucia’s 
Fish Fry-days - a night where locals 
and travellers come together for a 
street party and fry up. 

The Piton area itself houses 
natural sulphur springs and one of 
them is open to bathe in. Once we 
got over the stench, we were 
invited to cover each other in the 
natural clay, ensuring to rub it in 
for the best exfoliating effects 
before washing it off and relaxing 
in the naturally heated waters. 

From here, we headed up to the 
waterfalls for a slight change in 
temperature and refreshed in the 
cool waters surrounded by 
botanical gardens. It’s worth noting 
that the botanical tour is a fantastic 
activity too, especially if you are 
slightly green-fingered or 



Rendezvous go above 
and beyond to create 
special memories 


interested in the health properties 
of plants. The guides are 
wonderfully knowledgeable and 
it’s a nice way to truly understand 
the history on the island. 

As we made our way back on 
the speedboat, we stopped to take a 
look at the famous Marigot Bay 
and Jade Mountain and to snorkel 
under the shadow of Mount Piton. 
Once back on the boat, our hosts 
refuelled us with cans of ice cold 
Piton beer and a hamper of treats. 

We spent a lot of the holiday 
enjoying the amazing service 
offered at the hotel too - the beach 
service is impeccable. The three 
different restaurants and bars mean 
that you are never stuck for choice 
when it comes to 
dining, and the 
fine dining 
restaurant 
Trysting Place 
has earned its 
high reputation. 
For a toes in the sand experience, 
Malabar Beach Club is perfect. 

But one of the special elements 
of Rendezvous are their private 
dining events they can set up for 
couples wanting something more. 
We were treated to a private dinner 
on the beach, with candlelit 
walkway, fabulous service and 
incredible food. 

Even outside of the indulgent 
activities such as this one, 
everyone at Rendezvous goes 
above and beyond every day to 
ensure that your escape is 
everything you could ever want - 
it genuinely is a situation that feels 
it has been taken straight out of the 
movies and I can honestly say that 
my boyfriend and I left feeling that 
we had spent much more quality 
time together than ever before. D 
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As well as committing to her role as Waterstones children's 
laureate, Lauren Child reflects on the latest adventure in the 
Charlie and Lola series and the joy of illustration 

Words BETHAN ANDREWS 


T he thought that first pops 
into my head when talking 
to the tenth Waterstone’s 
children’s laureate, and 
Queen’s Park local, Lauren Child 
is her childlike excitement that 
seems to shine through everything 
that she does. Her surname 
couldn’t be more suited to a 
woman who is bursting with 
creativity, playfulness and a sense 



of childish curiosity for the world. 

As a bestselling author- 
illustrator for children, Child is 
keen to ensure that children are 
supported into creativity and that 
they are free to follow whatever 
creative path they so wish - 
something that she hopes she can 
achieve with the platform for 
change that comes with her new 
and prestigious role. 

She’s also been busy finishing 
another book, a young fiction of 
around 10,000 words, but with 
illustrations on every page. ‘It has 
been really interesting as I’ve 
never done anything like that 
before and it was really nice to go 
back to illustration,’ says Child. 
‘I’ve been doing a lot of writing 
recently without drawing, so I 
missed using the other part of my 
brain for illustration.’ 

But maybe most exciting for her 
fans is the new Charlie and Lola 
book, A Dog With Nice Ears , 
following her very successful 
series. ‘I wrote this story about 15 
years ago, about me desperately 


wanting a cat,’ she says with a 
smile. ‘It comes from my yearning 
of wanting a pet of my own.’ 

The Charlie and Lola books 
sold millions of copies in more 
than 30 countries, but this success 
wasn’t something that Child 
foresaw at all. It’s refreshing to 
hear that even from someone so 
talented and acclaimed in her 
chosen field (her books have been 
made into an award-winning TV 
series and have sold in many 
languages) that her journey into 
writing came about somewhat 
slowly and organically. 

‘I had many attempts at trying 
to write children’s books as it was 
very hard to get work as an 
illustrator and I didn’t really know 
that illustration was what I wanted 
to do,’ says Child. ‘It came about 
really quite organically in the end. 

I did various other jobs and then I 
decided to write and design an idea 
for a film that became a book.’ 

And, in fact, for those children 
worrying that they are not sure 
what it is they want to do when 


62 December 2017 | theresident.co.uk 





family 



they grow up, Child was exactly 
the same. She tells me how she 
never knew that she wanted to 
become an author when she was 
older. ‘I didn’t really want to do it 
at all,’ she laughs. ‘It certainly 
wasn’t anything I expected to do.’ 

So where does she get her 
inspiration from? ‘Everywhere 
really,’ she says. ‘And that’s 
something that I’m trying to talk 
about when I do the laureate thing 
too, because it’s a question that 
writers get asked all the time. Ideas 
are everywhere and it’s more about 
having the opportunity to put them 
together - you see things, hear 
things, you have memories and 
you work with them all. The ideas 
simply come about when you have 
some quiet time to think.’ 

I wonder 
what being 
laureate really 
means for Child 
and what it is 
that she wants 
to achieve the 
most. She has, 
after all, publically spoken of her 
worry that social media and 
safeguarding could dampen the 
imaginations of the children of 
today and of our future. ‘Being 
laureate is everything and anything 
to me. It’s what you want to make 
of it,’ she smiles. 

‘Various laureates have talked 
about it in different ways. The one 
I often think about is Jacqueline 
Wilson’s very simple message of 
the importance of reading aloud 
with your child. There have been a 
lot of beautiful ideas and thoughts 
and I suppose what I want to do is 
pick up on the idea of how 
important creativity is for our 
mental wellbeing - we need to 


make things, write things, draw 
things and come up with ideas.’ 

Child has a real genius for 
creating unforgettable characters, 
and her Ruby Redfort character - 
a 13-year-old special agent and 
mathematical genius - has fast 
become a role model for teen girls, 
with the new cool but geeky image 
becoming increasingly popular. 
Although perhaps less known than 
her other fictional inventions, 

Ruby Redfort has quickly become 
a hit with girls of 9 plus meaning 
that Child is now the third biggest 
selling author of books for teen 
girls after Jacqueline Wilson and 
Cathy Cassidy. 

She wanted to create a teen 
character who was definitely her 
own person - a new role model 
and one who is 
self-assured and 
go-getting. It’s 
important to Child 
to inspire girls 
with a strong role 
model such as 
Ruby, who is cool 
and also loves maths. 

Encouragement of imagination 
and originality is obviously central 
to Child. ‘All of these creative 
things you can do can simply be 
recreational and you can be really 
not very good and still enjoy it,’ 
says Child. 

‘I want to stress to people that 
it doesn’t have to lead anywhere, 
just do it and allow your brain to 
go somewhere. You don’t have to 
be good, but you might still 
discover something brilliant. Take 
from it what you want to take 
from it.’ D 

A Dog with Nice Ears is out now 
and published by Orchard Books 


Ideas are everywhere 
and it’s about having 
the opportunity to 
put them together 
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/ specialist loft conversion and kitchen extension company 
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KARA O’REILLY 

Going au nature! for Christmas 


I am going green for Christmas - not just in being 
a conscious consumer and remembering to 
recycle the wrapping paper, compost the 
Christmas tree and turn this year’s cards into next 
year’s gift labels, but in my approach to the ‘look’ for 
Christmas 2017. 

It’s part inspired by the Geffrye Museum’s lovely 
annual Christmas Past exhibition which shows how we 
decorated for Christmas through four centuries (this 
year being your last chance to see it for a while as the 
Geffrye closes in early January for two years for a 
refurb, geffrye-museum.org. 
uk); part by Dennis Severs’ 
house in Spitalfields, which is 
particularly atmospheric when 
decked out for the season 
(dennissevershouse.co.uk; I 
definitely recommend a visit), 
and part due to my ongoing 
interest in plants down to the 
work I did for my book. 

So, to take all these threads 
and spin them together, think 
holly and ivy, cyclamen and 
amaryllis, pine wreaths and 
poinsettias. Yep, going au 
naturel means a return to the old 
ways of doing things. 

A friend is currently PR-ing 
the poinsettia in a bid to make it 
hip for the Instagram generation, 
but personally I have always 
been partial to this most kitsch 
of Christmas blooms. As soon 
as swathes of the Mexican plant 
appear in the supermarket 
flower sections, Christmas 
carols start humming through 
my head. 


While the poinsettia is bold enough in shape and 
shade to hold its own, it looks spectacular used en 
masse: a cluster crowding out your mantelpiece or 
doing sentry duty up your front steps, for example. 
Having said that, my favourite seasonal bloom is the 
fabulously blowsy amaryllis - one of those plants that 
gives you a lot of bang for your buck. Both the 
poinsettia and amaryllis come in hues other than the 
more usual red - white, pinks and yellowy-greens to 
name some - however the lipstick versions of both are 
my hands-down faves. 

When taking the dog out, I 
am also going to be foraging for 
fallen twigs to place in vases 
and entwine with the ubiquitous 
white fairy lights (dark winter 
nights call for twinkly, 
atmospheric lighting). Possibly 
adding Harrods’ completely fab- 
u-lous range of garden-inspired 
decorations if I get organised 
enough to order them online 
(think bunches of radishes and 
carrot seed packets. Go check 
them out). 

Interesting to note that plants 
for this time of year come in 
deep bottle greens with 
highlights of snow white 
(mistletoe, cyclamen) or rose 
red (holly berries, amaryllis), so 
it’s no wonder we revisit these 
colours year after year when it 
comes to our Christmas 
decorative themes - whether 
natural or man-made... D 
At Home With Plants by Ian 
Drummond & Kara O’Reilly 
(Mitchell Beazley, £20) 


Think holly and ivy, 
cyclamen and amaryllis, 
pine wreaths and poinsettias 
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H e’s the man behind some 
of the capital’s most 
spectacular interiors, and 
with a handful of major 
projects coming to a close, Martin 
Brudnizki has had a very busy year 
indeed. A true master when it 
comes to creating interesting and 
exceptionally well-layered spaces, 
the Swedish-born designer founded 
Martin 
Brudnizki 
Design Studio 
in 2000, and 
since then he 
and his team 
have gone on to 
reimagine some of the most iconic 
private members’ clubs, hotels and 
bars the world over. Having spent 
his childhood immersed in culture 
and surrounded by objets d’art, a 
career in the design world was a 
natural choice for Brudnizki. ‘My 
mother started out as a visual 
merchandiser and then she moved 


into interior design,’ he explains. 

‘I grew up in a world curated by 
her and so for me it was the norm.’ 

Though he has made waves in 
the Middle Eastern design scene 
and built up an impressive 
portfolio of achingly cool eateries 
and hotels in cities spanning New 
York and Dallas to Amman and 
Dubai, Brudnizki is particularly 
fond of London. 

‘It has so much to 
give,’ he says of 
his home city. ‘It’s 
a real hive of 
activity with great 
architecture, great 
history and such diversity.’ 

When it comes to taking a 
project from concept to 
completion, Brudnizki draws 
inspiration from the people around 
him, crafting a unique narrative 
based on the building, the 
surroundings and the original ideas 
put forward by his client. In order 


London has so much 
to give. It is a real 
hive of activity 


to create a specific mood, 
Brudnizki and his team think 
carefully about the emotions that 
each space should spark. ‘How do 
we want people to feel when they 
walk into this bar, this restaurant, 
or when they stay in this hotel 
room? It’s all about building 
around that,’ he says. 

One of the most impressive 
MBDS ventures is without doubt 
the transformation of The 
Bloomsbury (pictured here) - the 
iconic Grade II-listed hotel in the 
West End. ‘It was the perfect 
project,’ smiles Brudnizki. With 
brightly painted walls, glossy 
parquet floors and ceilings hung 
with dazzling mid-century 
chandeliers, the final result is a 
sophisticated melange of tradition 
and contemporary flair, and it has 
more in common with a beautiful 
private home than a city hotel. 
Brudnizki and his team have 


DESIGN GENIUS 

Martin Brudnizki -founder of the highly lauded Martin 
Brudnizki Design Studio - on exciting projects, his ever- 
evolving style and how it all began 

Words HARRIET CHARNOCK-BATES 
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the team have been working on of 
late is the brand new Annabel’s. 
Having moved to 46 Berkeley 
Square - just a hop, skip and a 
jump from the original - the late- 
night society club is to emerge as 
a sensational all-day extravaganza. 


Speaking of the pleasingly 
playful design he and his team 
have been working on, Brudnizki 
says with a smile: ‘It’s very 
exciting and very over the top.’ 13 

mbds.com 


brought the property to life while 
respecting the original 
Lutyens’ architecture. 

No stranger to colour, an 
experimental use of tones has 
become something of a MBDS 
signature, though Brudnizki’s 


My style has moved 
from a cleaner focus 
to something much 
more layered 


approach to design has evolved 
significantly over the years. ‘My 
style has become more eclectic,’ 
he explains. ‘With time it’s 
moved from a cleaner, more 
contemporary focus to something 
much more layered. I like to mix 
lots of different styles together to 
add character.’ 

Another of the terrific projects 
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Acclaimed designer Rebecca Hughes takes us behind the 
scenes of a west London townhouse transformation 

Words MARK KEBBLE 


What was your original brief 
and did it involve the property 
in its entirety? 

Originally, I was approached by the 
client to undertake three rooms on 
the ground floor. Thankfully she 
was pleased with the results and 
consequently asked us to design the 
rest of the property. Given the 
speed of the building works and the 
stage at which we came on the 
project we had to move fast, but 
really enjoyed it. 

There’s some eye-catching art 
on the walls. What was the 
thinking behind that? 

The client wanted to keep a muted 
palette throughout the house and 


therefore we wanted to create 
drama in the artwork selection and 
punches of colour in key areas. For 
example, the teenager’s room 
features a graffiti mural, which was 
designed collaboratively focusing 
on personal references. We also 
used the work of Alison Reynolds 
to inject colour, Bianca Smith for 
texture and Ewan David Eason 
for drama. 

Mirrors also appear to play a 
key role. Is there a particular 
reason why? 

Often in London properties we are 
restricted by limited ceiling height. 
One of the lovely features of this 
property is the generous ceiling 


heights particularly in the top floor 
guest bedroom. For this room, we 
sourced a collection of antique 
Spanish mirrors that provide a 
playful focal point. We enjoy 
mixing both contemporary and 
antique furniture resulting in 
unique schemes. 

There’s dramatic lighting 
throughout. How important is 
that to the overall design? 

For me, lighting is always 
important in the overall design. 
Thankfully on this project we had 
the expertise from Luke and Bruce 
at The Lighting Design Studio 
(thelightingdesignstudio.co.uk). We 
worked together with the furniture 











which are quite unique. There are 
two guest bedrooms and, although 
quite simple in colour palette, 
definitely take on different looks. 


With the master bedroom, 
what design touches came 
into play? 

Our brief for this room was to 
create a calm, serene space where 
our client could relax away from 
city life. We designed a seat in the 
bay window that offered storage 
and provided us with an opportunity 
to bring in sumptuous fabrics and 
interesting textures. This elevation 
was purposefully framed with 
Roman blinds that were trimmed in 
a contrasting silk fabric. Although 
this scheme is subtle, the details 
provide a luxurious interior. 


The en-suite to that looks a real 
luxurious retreat. Was that a 
key element of the design? 

Yes. We wanted the bathroom itself 
to feel like a sanctuary and to link 
the bedroom and the dressing room. 
The main focal point is the free¬ 
standing bath; this is complemented 
by a mirrored side table, perfectly 
placed for a glass of wine and a 
scented candle. 


What other materials came into 
play with the bathroom design? 

We specified polished plaster as our 
wall finish and large ceramic tiles to 
the floor. Together these finishes 


accentuate the proportions of the 
space whilst staying very practical 
and sleek. One of my favourite 
items in this room are the Rothchild 
and Bickers pendant lights, which 
hang either side of the vanity. 


What look and feel did you 
want to achieve with the 
reception room spaces? 

The reception room spaces on the 
ground floor were designed with the 
purpose of entertaining in mind. We 
wanted these spaces to be natural 
and organic in colour whilst 
retaining elegance. We were keen to 
use silk fabrics at the windows, 
along with interesting pendant ► 


to pinpoint areas that needed more 
specialist lighting. For example, 
there is a bespoke pendant light 
from ‘Ochre’ that hangs from the 
top of the house all the way down 
to the basement. 

With regards to the furnishings, 
what were you looking for? 

When designing we recognise the 
importance of creating layers of 
finishes that will provide interest. 
For example, in this property we 
used grasspaper at the back of 
bookcases, petrified timber side 
tables and leather wrapped 
cabinetry. We used a combination 
of existing furniture with new items 
to create a cohesive scheme, 
consciously ensuring that the new 
additions always complement the 
client’s natural style. 

Do each of the bedrooms have 
their own personality? 

The house has four bedrooms, all of 
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interiors 



lights to create focal points at 
various heights and levels of 
the space. 

Did you want the dining area to 
have a real elegance about it? 

I’m glad that you think so, that was 
definitely our intention. One of the 
ways we achieved this was by 
replacing the top of an antique 
sideboard with bespoke mirror 
creating a jewel like appearance. 
The wallpaper is from Christopher 
Farr adding an interesting back 


drop for our artwork and wall 
lights. We love this room in both 
day and night settings. 

Is there one element of the 
transformation you are 
particularly proud of? 

The location and design of the 
existing staircase was an obvious 
and immediate problem that we 
needed to address as it failed to link 
the house in any meaningful way. 

I designed the non-uniform 
balustrades to link with the antique 




bronze handrail so that it was more 
in keeping with the metal details 
used elsewhere. We are so pleased 
with the result and think this adds 
an impressive air of elegance to the 
whole house. 

Are you involved in a lot of 
local projects? If so is there a 
part of London you really enjoy 
working in? 

Our studio is based here and we 
have been privileged to have the 
opportunity to work both in London 
and overseas. All projects are 
unique and we are grateful to have 
worked on homes in various styles, 
whether that be riverside apartments 
or west London townhouses. D 

Find out more at 
rebeccahughesinteriors.com 
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Before you started sourcing 
tiles for your own renovation 
project in Balham, was there 
any talk of you and your wife 
forming a business together? 
Not really actually. Emma worked 
in IT, I was full flow with 
Overcoast (a music house for TV/ 
adverts created by myself and four 
other partners), running a studio 
and our first baby had just arrived! 

What was it about that time 
bringing tiles back to the UK 
that made you feel there was 
a unique opportunity here? 

The truth is that before we 
recognised the opportunity, my 
wife and I had fallen in love with 
these old encaustic tiles and just 
wanted them in our house - there 
was one other place in the UK they 
were available, but we suddenly 
realised we could have any tile we 
liked if we were willing to start a 
tile company! Plus we were hiring 
a lorry so we might as well fill the 
whole thing up - with 25 tonnes! 
(On a serious note we noticed there 
weren’t many places in the UK 
with these tiles). 


to clean/work with them the hard 
and tiring way! The physical side 
is tough. In terms of selling we 
sold the first few tonnes by word 
of mouth in London. 

What do you think you offer 
that no-one else does? 

Reclaimed old encaustic tiles from 
Spain - we’re the only people to 
have a good selection (of 
reclaimed cement tiles) in the UK. 
We specialise in reclaimed tiles 
and have the largest collection and 
biggest batches plus we keep them 
here in the UK, so turning them 
around for a project is quick for us. 

What are your clients generally 
looking for? 

The cement/encaustic tile is very 
popular and on trend right now, but 
it seems a lot of people love the 
perfect imperfections of an old 
version - which can’t be 
replicated. They’ve tried, but it 
doesn’t really work. Also with an 
old tile it often means that no-one 
else will have the same tile as you 
as they’re finite - plus each tile has 
a little story to tell! 


Was it difficult to get the 
business off the ground? 

It all happened reasonably 
organically - we had to pay for a 
lot of stock up front and learn how 



What do you tend to showcase 
at your stall on Northcote 
Road? 

More tiles I’m afraid - plus we 
teamed up with byMarie who 
makes some amazing lampshades 
and is very creative! 

How often are you out in 
Andalusia? 

As much as I can be, but at the 
moment probably three or four 
times a year - we always have Jose 
on the Sierra in Sevilla on the look 
out for new tiles though... 


Chris Gulson-Brooke has 
made many new friends 
jn Andalusia 




What are you looking for when 
there? 

Tiles, tiles, tiles - the best batches 
and most beautiful old encaustic 
tiles; antique terracotta is another 
obsession of ours and recently we 
got drawn in to some 350-year-old 
marble! Occasionally we start 
looking at old doors and other bits, 
but we’re trying to stay focused on 
tiles at the moment. 

Is it a real family affair, with 
even your children involved in 
the search? 

It is yes - although they are five, 
three and seven months so their 
desire to look for old dirty tiles is 
not massive. That said our three- 
year-old Amelie’s first word was 
tile! They come on the journey 
with us and love it - sunshine, old 
buildings and yards with animals 
to keep it interesting. 

What do the people you come 
across in Andalusia think of 
your business? 

I think they think it’s great. 
Andalusia is a very friendly, 
especially in Cadiz where we find 
the majority of our tiles. The 
people are welcoming, love 
children and they love that we love 
their old tiles! To some it’s their 
old junk, to us it’s treasure! Q 

See more at maitlandandpoate.com 
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Deck the 


Five must-have looks that will ensure your 
home is more grotto than grotty this Christmas 





LOOK ONE 

Join the Jet Set 


This globe-trotting look takes its 
influences from a whole host of winter 
sun destinations, and adds a menagerie 
of exotic beasts to up the fun factor 


FROM TOP: Gisela Graham feather parrot decoration, £20; gold Champagne-bottle decoration, £18; blue stripe bauble, £14; watermelon 
decoration, £12; sun-cream decoration, £15; glitter beach ball bauble, £8; aeroplane decoration, £30; Tinker Tailor pink velvet jewelled 
H, £22; Kurt Adler beach chair ornament, £12; yellow pom-pom, £50; multi-stripe bauble £9; chalet decoration, £30; yellow pine cone 
decoration, £17; surfboard decoration, £22; whale decoration, £20; pink palm tree bauble, £15; Gisela Graham silk baubles, £15 for 9; 
ski boot decoration, £15; Tinker Tailor Christmas jumper decoration, £22; ski gondola decoration, £22, all harrods.com 










BIT ON THE SIDE 

LONDON CALLING 


Maybe it's because I'm a Londoner, 
but this look just runs and runs 


Elephant tree decorations, 
£7.50 each, rajtentclub.com 


Felt telephone box 
decoration, £3.50, 
Imperial War Museum 
^ (iwmshop.org.uk) 


Globe hanging ornament, 
£43, selfridges.com 


Mind the Gap London 
Underground hanging 
ornament, £20, 
selfridges.com 

Bombski little London 
soldier, £20, amara.com 


Glass cactus 
decoration, £7, 
paperchase.co.uk 


Glass flamingo 
decoration, £11 
tch.net 


Gold pineapple 
decoration, £8, 
houseoffraser.co.uk 


London skyline snow 
globe decoration, £22, 
fortnumandmason.com 


Cody Foster 8c 
Co multi-colour 
tree topper, £35, 
amara.com 


Lucky Cat 
decoration, £25, 
theconranshop.co.uk 


Cactus decoration, 
£4, johnlewis.com 


Glitter parrot 
decoration, 

£22, harrods.com 


Embroidered Westminster 
Abbey, £10, tch.net 


Palm tree aJjfl 
decoration, tufl 
£8.50, 

oliverbonas.com 


Hamsa hand hanging 
decoration, £9, 
rockettstgeorge.co.uk 


London Bus decoration, 
£15, Natural History 
Museum ( ) 

(nhmshop.co.uk) -yL 


Big Ben from the 
London Icons 
bauble set, £19.50 for 4, 
marksandspencer.com 


c^acTus crucKers, s .10 ror 0 , papercnase.co.uK 

^gpj|gggr 

SEE IT AT 

SEE IT AT 



Everywhere - but particularly the 

Harrods, Raj Tent Club, Paperchase, 


London department stores and gallery 

John Lewis, The Conran Shop 


and museum shops 
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www.ayrtonbespoke.com 

020 8877 8920 

enquiries@ayrtonbespoke.com 

406 Merton Road, Wandsworth, London SW18 5AD 
61-63 Tottenham Lane, Crouch End, London N8 9BE 


Replacing beautiful timber 
windows and doors, beautifully 



LASYLPHIDE 


Save 15% 

When you book for both double bills. 

Terms and conditions apply. 


H English 
Nation; 


National 

Ballet 


A DOUBLE BILL WITH 

SONG OF THE EARTH 9-13 JAN 
LEJEUNE HOMME ET LA MORT 16-20 JAN 


LONDON COLISEUM St. Martin's Lane londoncoliseum.org 
Home of English National Opera London WC2N 4ES +44(0)20 7845 9300 



ypurspaceourskill 



The Dovetail Joint Forest Hill 

Bespoke kitchens and furniture in Forest Hill since 1990 
020 8291 5578 ■ www.thedovetailjoint.co.uk 










































































interiors 



Glitter pinecone 
decoration, 
£3.50 for 12, 
sainsburys.co.uk 


Green Leaves wreath, £40; Green Leaves garland, £45, 

and decorative pinecones and acorns, £17.50, all coxandcox.co.uk 


Branch Christmas tree wall 
hanging, £35, debenhams.com 


- LOOK TWO - 

It’s only natural 

From holly to ivy, fir to feathers - this look is all 
about the textural wonders of nature in winter 


Bronze mistletoe 
hanger, £4, 
johnlewis.com 


A by Amara wood 
slice bauble, 

£17 for 2, 

amara.com M 


Pinecone 
crackers, 
£35 for 6, 
nancyandbetty.com 


Owl feather 
wreath decoration, 
£8, British Library Shop 
(bl.uk/shop) 


Golden * 
acorn mix, 

£12.50 for 3, 
coxandcox.co.uk 


Mossy ball, £4, 
johnlewis.com 


Nordic wooden 
place card 
holder, £7.49 for 4, 
talkingtables.co.uk 


Brown-tipped 
feather bauble, £8.50, 


Eucalyptus 
garland, £32, 


Cox & Cox, John Lewis, Skandium, 

The Contemporary Home, House of Fraser 


Felt mistletoe 


houseoffraser.co.uk 


sprig, £9, skandium.com 


grahamandgreen.co.uk 
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Gold firework 
bauble, £5, 
debenhams.com 


Glittery feather 
hanging ornament, 
£5, selfridges.com 


Gold Art Deco baubles, £8 
each, theconranshop.co.uk 


Velvet 

and gold 
sequin stocking, 
£60, amara.com 


Luxury gold and black crackers, 
£25 for 8, marksandspencer.com 


Polygon 
geometric 
decoration, 
£8, heals.com 


Jay Strongwater artisan 
gold tree decoration, 
£275, amara.com 


Black and gold 
hexagon bauble, £8, 
houseoffraser.co.uk 


Georg Jensen gold- 
plated star tree topper, 
£90, skandium.com 


LOOK THREE 

Deco gla 


Think cocktail hour chic, Art Deco influences, a hint of Biba 
and you have this look down pat. Traditional Christmas golds are given 
an edge when paired with a dash of monochrome 


House of Fraser, Debenhams, National Gallery, Marks & Spencer, John Lewis 


7.5ft Les Deux Alpes tree, £140; all tree 
decorations, from £6; starburst tree topper, 
£16; large feather decorations, £12 each; 
all candles and vases, from a selection, 
all from houseoffraser.co.uk 


Gold metal peacock feather wreath, £30, tch.net 


78 December 2017 | theresident.co.uk 




















Disco ball bauble, £1, 
^ uk.flyingtiger.com 


Rainbow 

stripe tinsel, £7 *** 

for 2m, johnlewis.com 


Imperial heart 
hand-blown glass 
decoration, £44.95, 
aerloom.london 


Sequinned 
stocking 
by Rockett St e 1 
George, £38, 4 
harveynichols.com 


Kurt Adler 

electric 

guitar 

ornament, 

£15, 

harrods.com 


Headphones 
hanging ornament, 
£17, selfridges.com 


Glass lipstick 
decoration, £7, 
wyevalegarden 
centres.co.uk 


FROM TOP: Hanging brass picture frames, from £14.95 each; simple light 
chain, £44; ziggy decoration, £14; wishbone decoration, £8; lightning bolt 
decoration, £9; pink lips glass decoration, £9; red lips glass decoration, 
£9; roller skate glass decoration, £12; storm cloud beaded decoration, 
£10; rainbow glass decoration, £12; vodka martini decoration, £14; 
mix tape glass decoration, £10, all rockettstgeorge.co.uk 


LOOK FOUR 

Rock chic 


Glitterati disco 
ball lights, £13.99, 
talkingtables.co.uk 


Disco ball rT \ 

tree topper, 

£30, rockettstgeorge.co.uk 


Bowie Triangles 
baubles, £12 for 
3, habitat.co.uk 


Kurt Adler mini bottle tree decorations, £50 for 4, amara.com 


Rockett St George, Harvey Nichols, Harrods, Amara, Habitat 




fm 



1 fTT 

nr j in 

L \ l 

1 





ft 

— p . < 


n m jr? 


r • • - • t / / j 

^1 

\ i ^ 

' 0 

t_\ — ■) — t~—■ "/>*, 


theresident.co.uk j December 2017 79 






























COSMETICS 


at Parkside 
Hospital 


A happier, 
more 
confident 
you... 




With over 30 years of experience 
we offer an extensive range of 
cosmetic surgical and nonsurgical 
procedures from facial rejuvenation 
to body contouring. 

All our procedures are carried out 
by our team of highly-qualified 
registered consultants who are 
BAAPS/BAPRAS accredited. 




• Providing comprehensive care pre- and 
post-surgery 


• Fully registered and reviewed by the Care 
Quality Commission 


• Known for providing patients with high 
standards of care in a friendly environment 


• Competitive package prices available 



parkside 

hospital 


parkside-hospital.co.uk 

/cosmetic-surgery 

53 Parkside, London, SW19 5NX 



To start your journey, give us a call 

on 020 8971 8026 , or email 
info@parkside-hospital.co.uk 







MAKE A MEAL OF IT 


Why top of the range appliances will make cooking Christmas 
dinner a pleasure rather than a chore 

Words ANDY BARETTE 


T aking a look at the most 
exciting appliances for 
Christmas cooking, there 
really is no better time to 
put your culinary skills to the test, 
and the good news is that there are 
no shortage of magical options 
from the main upper-tier appliance 
manufactures. Each with their 
distinct style and special functions, 
Wolf, Miele and Gaggenau all 
offer larger scale appliances that 
would surely cater for the biggest 
of festive family gatherings. 

As James Martin will advocate 
from his Saturday Kitchen show, 
there’s nothing quite like the 
impressive scale and functionality 
of a Wolf - the original American 
appliance. Their M series built-in 
double oven boasts a capacity of 
125 litres per oven, surely sizeable 
enough to cater for even the largest 
extended family’s festive get 
together. The Wolf truly has the 
ability to flatter you; with its ten 
cooking modes, you can pick a 
favourite challenging dish. Select 
any of these modes and the oven 
delivers the optimal heat and 


airflow for the dish, truly taking 
the guesswork out of the process. 

Another appliance sure to 
impress and add a touch of class to 
the Christmas cooking is the 
Gaggenau vacuum drawer and 
Steam combination oven with Sous 
Vide cooking function. The 
Vacuum drawer gives you the 
ability to seal in your meat, fish, 
veg and fruit and then cook it at a 
lower temperature for longer, 
resulting in beautifully tender food, 
rich in flavours and never over 
cooked. Surely the staple 
Christmas turkey could benefit 
from the sous vide treatment? 
Goodbye tough, dry and tasteless - 
hello succulent, moist and golden. 

For the ultimate high 
technology, a leading contender for 
current king of the crop has to be 
Miele’s XXL full cavity steam 
combination oven. Especially good 
if space only permits one 
appliance, this incredibly dextrous 
machine will do virtually 
everything you could throw at it, 
and with more than 200 automatic 
programmes, there truly need be 


no more guesswork when it comes 
to preparing even the most 
complex of dishes. The fact that 
this machine can steam, grill, 
function as a normal fan oven, or 
defrost like a microwave, has to 
make it the cleverest of the 
new breed. 

One would have to conclude 
that with all this wonderful 
technology on offer from the three 
major appliance marques, there 
really is the chance to achieve very 
high-quality restaurant-like results, 
with the irony being that with each 
brand having their own automatic 
programmes, real novices can 
achieve these. 

So, the potential is there to 
really wow your friends and family 
with the Christmas dinner: the only 
problem is going to be which one 
to choose. D 

Andy Barette is Creative Services 
Director at McCarron & Co. For 
more information call 020 7584 
5736 or visit mccarronandco.com. 
Also see more at miele.co.uk, 
gaggenau.com/gb and 
subzero-wolf.co.uk 
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HOMES 

INSIDER 


The hottest in interiors right now, by Kara O'Reilly 



Christmas greens 

If you are lucky enough to 
have a bit of free time in the 
run-up to Christmas, then use 
it wisely and head over to 
super-chic florists McQueens 
for a masterclass in creating 
your very own wreath and 
table centrepiece. The seven 
day-long classes run from 
30 November. 

£275 per 
session, see 
mcqueens. 
co.uk for 

details and > w 

to book ... ' • - 


Person of interest 
KELLY HOPPEN 


f Kelly Hoppen is one of the UK's foremost interior \ 
design doyennes. Known for her distinctive 
minimalist look, influenced by Eastern cultures and 
favouring a neutral palette, over her many years in the 
business she has also turned her hand to, among other 
things, designs for rugs, paints and furniture. Her latest 
collaborations are a new range of 13 textural 
k carpets for Brintons, and a capsule collection of 
eight chic fireplaces for Chesneys, on show in / 
its new Haverstock Hill showroom. 
brintons.co.uk; chesneys.co.uk; 

■ kellyhoppen.com 


KARA’S 

choice 


Go West 


There has been a flurry of shop 
openings in recent weeks, with 
West Elm heading out to 
Kingston for its second UK 
branch; Holloways of Ludlow 
(right) opening its homewares 
focused store in Wimbledon 
Village, and Bert & May joining 
the rest of the specialist 
interiors showrooms in Chelsea 
- on Lots Road, to be precise. 

westelm.co.uk; 

hollowaysofludlow.co.uk; 

bertandmay.com 


Mini Trend 

P-p-p-p p ick up a pengu in 

* Phoenix fire 

^ I extinguisher, £95, 
H aram.co.uk 


Chill Bill fridge 
freshener, £9.99, 
firebox.com 


Viski cocktail 
shaker, £30, 
houseoffraser.co.uk 


HOT OFF THE PRESS 
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I trader / 


Trusted trader 


Specialists in Fireplaces, Gas Fires & Wood Burning Stoves 
throughout London, Surrey and the Southern Counties. 

"We are the UK's leading suppliers and installers of luxury 
gas fireplaces, bioethanol fires and wood burning stoves manufactured 
by DRU, Spartherm, Ebios, DC, Stovax and many more." 




The Fireplace Specialists 




1-3 Station Buildings, Kingston Road, Wimbledon Close SW20 8JT | 020 8540 8387 | grateexpectations.com | sales@grateexpectations.com 























































PLAZA 


estates 

www.plazaestates.co.uk 



THE STREET, SW3 

Exceptional, low built double fronted house, quietly situated overlooking its own garden and the Royal Hospital and Physic Gardens 
to the rear. 6863 sq ft. Furnished/Unfurnished. EPC Rating D 

7 Bedrooms, 7 Bathrooms, Cloakroom, 5 Reception Rooms, Kitchen/Breakfast Room, Private Garden, 2 Terraces, Garage, Wine Cellar. 

£12,500 PER WEEK *FEES APPLY 

*£264 inc of VAT to include tenancy agreement & referencing per property. Please contact us for further information 


<§> 


nTheMarketc 


KNIGHTSBRIDGE: 34 BEAUCHAMP PLACE LONDON SW3 1NU 0207 5966 999 
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mint puttnui the luxe into luxury 

able apartments including six duplexes, three 
ints across a choice of new build and converted 
.5 acres of private landscaped grounds, on one of 
The Bishops Avenue. Read more over the page. 


- Buxmead features 20 no 
penthouses and 11 aparjir 
period buildings, set within 
London’s most elite roads 


axhl vervoordt 


















































Strutt & Parker, 
London’s premier 
estate agents. 
Now near the 
museums. 


Whether you’re buying, selling, 
renting or letting, head for our 
new South Kensington office 
at 90 Old Brompton Road. 
You’ll be there in two shakes 
of a T.Rex’s tail. 



PROPERTY 

NEWS 

The pick of the prime penthouses 



Grey days 


S ituated in the heart of Westminster, 33 Greycoat Street is a collection of 23 
luxury apartments, duplexes and penthouses. This exclusive development, 
which was formerly an office building, has been completely transformed 
by leading London developer RER London into an exceptional and 
luxurious place to live. It features a range of one, two and three bedroom homes 
and benefits from a first class location situated close to Buckingham Palace, 
Westminster Cathedral and St James Park. The building, which forms a sleek apex 
comer, offers contemporary living amid some of London’s most historic streets. 
Prices start from £765,000 for a one bedroom apartment and start at £3.16m for a penthouse. 

For further information, please contact Savills on 020 3430 6860 or visit 33greycoat.com 
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Luxury living 

Award-winning Buxmead, by leading boutique developer 
Harrison Varma, has set a new benchmark in north west 
London. This spectacular development features 20 notable 
apartments including six duplexes, three penthouses and 
11 apartments across a choice of new build and 
converted period buildings, set within 2.5 acres of private, 
gated, landscaped grounds, on one of London's most elite 
roads - The Bishops Avenue. No expense has been spared 
by the developers, who have combined lavish living with 
unparalleled facilities, so residents really can live in the lap 
of luxury. 

Trevor Abrahamsohn, Glentree Estates, comments: 'This 
ground breaking development really has set the bar for 
next level luxury living - we have seen nothing like it since 
One Hyde Park. It offers a very unique opportunity to live in 
the most exclusive development, in The Bishops Avenue, 
one of the most exclusive and cherished addresses.' 

Prices start from £6.9m for a three-bedroom apartment up 
to £15m for the last remaining penthouse. For further 
information visit buxmead.co.uk 


property 


Set the scene 

Stylish property business The Property 
Service, which specialises in helping 
clients create a luxurious home, pied- 
a-terre or investment from start-to- 
finish, has expanded its interior design 
and furnishings division with a home 
staging rental service, allowing the 
company to provide central London 
with a complete professional property 
service. TPS Furnishings is designed for 
clients who need to dress their 
properties for sale or let. 

TPS Furnishings offers a complimentary 
property visit to determine requirements 
and a quote. For more information, visit 
london-property-service.co.uk or 
contact the team on 020 7736 3456 



Youllbegladyousaurus. 



Move to Hampshire 

Luxury Estate Agent Kay & Co is proud 
to offer a striking new penthouse with 
exceptional views across Hyde Park, 
which is perfect for the discerning 
individual seeking a luxury lateral 
home in prime central London. Set 
within the prestigious Hampshire House 
located between Marble Arch and 
Lancaster Gate, the three bedroom 
penthouse offers 3,099 sq. ft. of luxury 
accommodation that has been 
extensively refurbished to offer turn key 
living at its finest. 

The spectacular parkside views were 
at the forefront of the refurbishment 
plans, enabling the property's future 
owner to fully appreciate its location. 
The layout has been reconfigured, 
with the drawing room, dining area, 
kitchen and lounge now situated at 
the front of the building. 

The penthouse is priced at £12 million. 
See more at kayandco.com 


STRUTT 

-PARKER 


exclusive affiliate of 

CHRISTIE’S 

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 


90 Old Brompton Road, 
London SW7 3LQ 
020 7581 7000 
struttandparker.com 
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WINDOW 


Words FIONA BRANDI IORST 




living near top high streets 

SHOPPING 



C hristmas shopping and 
celebrations start early 
when you live on the 
doorstep of the 

capital’s most iconic shops and 
restaurants. And buyers looking for 
homes in prime London streets are 
prepared to pay a premium for the 
pleasure. ‘In an increasingly 
homogenous world, people seek 
diversity in their surroundings - a 
specialist coffee shop, a bespoke hat 
shop or a great world food 
restaurant can prove a real attraction 
to buyers,’ says Alex Lyle, Sales 
Director at Marsh & Parsons. 
Kensington High Street is a 


prime shopping destination with an 
eclectic blend of high street chains 
and independent shops, as well as 
being a short hop from Harrods 
and Harvey Nichols. St Edward’s 
Cityhouse is a collection of split 
level apartments at Kensington 
Row ideally located for 
shopaholics. Residents can retreat 
to stunning master bedrooms that 
come with bespoke fitted or walk- 
in wardrobes, luxury en-suite 
bathrooms and access to a private 
sunken garden, perfect for relaxing 
with a restorative glass of wine 
after a day’s shopping. Prices start 
from £ 1 . 575 m. 


Close to Motcomb Street with 
its boutiques, cafes, restaurants and 
villagey feel as well as the famous 
stores of Sloane Street and 
Knightsbridge is Belgravia Gate on 
the prestigious Grosvenor Crescent 
alongside The Lanesborough and 
hotly anticipated Peninsula Hotel. 
Completing this year, Savills is 
selling the 12 apartments 
developed by Wainbridge behind a 
Grade II listed facade, comprising 
three townhouse-style grand 
apartments arranged over four 
floors, six expansive lateral 
apartments, one duplex mews 
apartment and two duplex 
penthouses. Prices on application. 

Forming part of the Duke of 
Westminster’s London estate, 
Grosvenor Square is the 
centrepiece of Mayfair. Nearby 
flagship stores include Celine, 

Marc Jacobs, Oscar de la Renta as 
well as Michelin-starred restaurants 
and prime hotels such as Claridge’s 
and The Connaught. Lodha UK’s 
No. 1 Grosvenor Square 
development has now launched 
with 39 apartments and five 
bespoke duplexes, on the site of the 



Cityhouse reception, prices start from £1.575m 
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former US Embassy and Canadian 
High Commission. Residents can 
enjoy a dedicated lifestyle floor 
with a 25 m pool, gym with a 
personal training room, private spa, 
treatment rooms and 24 -hour 
concierge. Prices from £8 million 
for a two-bedroom apartment 
through Savills and Knight Frank. 

Curzon Street in Mayfair is not 
only close to Mount Street village, 
but also St James’s. The Penthouse 
at 37 Curzon Street, above the 
iconic Curzon Cinema, was 
previously the home of rock legend 
Dave Clark who regularly hosted 
big names, such as Freddie 
Mercury. Set over the sixth and 
seventh floors of the building and 
comprising four bedrooms, 
including a master suite with views 
over Mayfair, the Houses of 
Parliament and Big Ben, and a 
large, open-plan reception, kitchen 
and dining area, it is an ideal space 
for seasonal celebrations. Priced at 
£ 11 . 95 m through Savills and 
Knight Frank. 

OneTwentyFour W 1 is situated 
on Seymour Place in Marylebone 
close Oxford Street as well as the 


OneTwentyFour penthouse. 
Prices start from £935,300 


array of boutiques within 
Marylebone Village. ‘Marylebone 
has emerged as a retail hotspot in 
its own right and one that continues 
to prove popular with both 
domestic and international residents 
alike,’ adds Katherine McCullough, 
development director at Merchant 
Land. Prices start from £ 935 , 300 . 

At The Mansion on Marylebone 
Lane, residents will have the use of 
a chauffeur-driven Bentley, 

Fortnum & Mason grocery 
deliveries, housekeeping from 
Maid of London and dry cleaning 
from Jeeves of Belgravia, with 
many more in the pipeline. 
Moments from Marylebone and 
Oxford Street, the 23 luxury 
apartments are more than 65 per 
cent sold off-plan and will be ready 
in spring next year. Prices start 
from £ 4 . 7 m with Savills. 

The former BBC radio 
headquarters on Marylebone High 
Street itself has been unveiled as 
the boutique development of W 1 
London. The 19 two and three 
bedroom apartments, penthouses 
and three storey townhouses are 
just metres from the independent 


The W1 London Apartment living room and 
kitchen, prices start from £4.1 m 


shops, contemporary art galleries 
and Michelin starred eateries 
including the celebrity favourite 
the Chiltem Firehouse. Prices start 
from £ 4 . 1 m through Knight Frank. 

Victoria is London’s newest 
landmark destination for design, 
fashion and high-quality living. 
When the 285 apartments are 
completed in 2021 at The 
Broadway development on the site 
of the former New Scotland Yard 
Metropolitan Police headquarters, 
they will be the final piece of the 
Westminster jigsaw. Prices will 
start from £ 1 . 56 m. □ 
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HARRODS ESTATES 

LUXURY PROPERTY AGENTS 


Established 1897 



A two-bedroom lower ground apartment 
on a premier Holland Park address 

Holland Pa rk , Kensington IVn 


GUIDE PRICE 
£ 1 , 100,000 


LEASEHOLD 

APPROXIMATELY 95 YEARS 


EPC RATING 
D 


• Two double bedrooms 

• Two bathrooms 

• Open plan reception 


• Built in storage throughout 

• Patio 

• Approx. 983sq ft / 91.32sq m 


CONTACT 

KENSINGTON OFFICE 

+44 (0)20 3650 4600 

joel.hughes@harrodsestates.com 



An exquisitely presented lateral apartment 
in a sought-after mansion block 

Drayton Gardens , Chelsea SWio 

• Three bedrooms • West facing balcony 

• Second floor with Lift access • Wooden floors throughout 

• Two reception rooms • Over 2,300sq ft 


GUIDE PRICE 
£4,950,000 


SHARE OF FREEHOLD 


EPC RATING 
D 


CONTACT 

CHELSEA OFFICE 

+44 (0)20 7225 5752 

francis.burca@harrodsestates.com 
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HARRODSESTATES.COM 


PROTECTED 











































HARRODS ESTATES 

LUXURY PROPERTY AGENTS 


Established. 1897 




Stylish and modern three-bedroom 
duplex penthouse 


Whetstone Park, Lincolns Inn IVC2 

• Located by Lincolns Inn Fields 

• Enjoys green and leafy views 

• Direct lift access to both floors 


Reception with wrap-around balcony 

Two bathrooms 

Approx. l,326sq ft/123sq m 


GUIDE PRICE 
£2,950,000 


LEASEHOLD 

APPROXIMATELY 989 YEARS 


EPC RATING 
B 


CONTACT 

MAYFAIR OFFICE 

+44 (0)20 7409 9205 

andrew.brennan@harrodsestates.com 



A stylish second floor, two-bedroom flat 
overlooking Hans Place 

Hans Place, Knightsbridge SJVi 


GUIDE PRICE 
£2,950,000 


LEASEHOLD 

APPROXIMATELY 166 YEARS 


EPC RATING 
C 


• Large reception room 

• Two double bedrooms 

• Contemporary kitchen/breakfast room 


• Direct lift access 

• Access to residents private gardens 

• Approx. l,020sq ft 


CONTACT 

KNIGHTSBRIDGE OFFICE 

+44 (0)20 7893 8343 

reem.dougramaji@harrodsestates.com 



HARRODSESTATES.COM 




















































THE 

BIRGHWOOD 


London’s New Country Retreat. 


PARK VIEW ROAD, EALING, W5 

Beautifully crafted, bespoke, 3 bedroom lateral apartments with expansive open air 
terraces, concierge at your service, gated underground parking & private store rooms. 

Just 11 minutes to Bond Street via Crossrail from 2018. 

LIMITED TO SIX RESIDENCES • LAUNCHING WINTER 2017 
PRICED FROM £1,950,000 

To register your interest please call: +44 (0) 1923 216 535 or email: info@fusionresidential.co.uk 


fusionresidential.co.uk 

Image is a computer generated representation. 


Brought to you by 


OO IfiESIDENTIAL 


PROPERTY 
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AND THE 
WINNER IS... 

The Birchwood by Fusion Residential has been 
rightly recognised by the industry 


F usion Residential has 

scooped double honours in 
the 2017 UK Property 
Awards with The 
Birchwood, their new six- 
apartment, super luxury, concierge- 
serviced development in Ealing. 
The talented team from the 
Letchmore Heath-based design 
house has picked up awards for 
Best Apartment and Best 
Architecture in the 26th year of 
what is the largest and most 
prestigious property awards 
programme in the country. 

Fusion Residential Managing 
Director Antoine Christoforou is 
delighted at this early recognition 
and reward for The Birchwood. He 
says: ‘Everyone in the studio has 
been excited about The Birchwood. 
It seems our peers in the high-end 
property market have been excited 
about it too. 

‘The Birchwood is one of the 
most visionary luxury living 
projects London has seen in years. 
It offers a masterful blend of 
design, technology and 
sophistication and pushes the 
boundaries in terms of exquisite 
finish, attention to detail, high 
specification and classical styling. 
To receive not one, but two 
honours for The Birchwood at this 
early stage is truly astonishing and 
it is an endorsement of the effort, 
expertise and endless pursuit of 
excellence exhibited by the team.’ 

Perched neatly in Park View 
Road, Ealing W5, The Birchwood 
takes its name from the birch trees 
planted in its landscaped gardens. 
The west-facing apartments boast 
expansive and exquisite wrap¬ 


enhancing electronic adornments. 
Each residence features bespoke 
hand-crafted accoutrements, 
luxuriant marble kitchen and wet- 
room surfaces, rich natural wood 
architectural features and 
tantalisingly tactile wall and floor 
coverings. 

Ealing - Queen of the Suburbs 
- will also see Crossrail launch 
next year offering access to Bond 
Street in just 11 minutes, another 
big plus point for The Birchwood. 

The 2017 UK Property Awards 
assessed design, quality, service, 
innovation, originality, and 
commitment to sustainability - no 
wonder Fusion Residential and The 
Birchwood caught the eyes of the 
panel of 70 industry experts who 
judged the competition. 

A flag announcing the win is set 
to be raised at The Birchwood and 
the Fusion Residential team are 
now looking forward to the launch 
in February next year. Q 

To find out more about The 
Birchwood, visit the website 
fusionresidential.co.uk or call 
01923 216 535 




UNITED KINGDOM 

PROPERTY 
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in association with 



around terracing, while the 
penthouse comprises the entire top 
floor, and has a stunning ‘skyhalT 
and 360 degree panoramic views 
towards London’s Shard and 
beyond. Downstairs the garden 
apartment features a spacious 
courtyard garden in which to while 
away the days. This apartment has 
already sold off-plan. 

Residences at The Birchwood 
aim to uplift and enrich - from the 
gated underground car parking, lift 
access to each level, Comfort 
Cooling and the very latest life 
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We like your style 


Offering unparalleled client service, Stately Estates only has a 
select few properties remaining within its 2018 Design & Build 
collection, ranging from £2.5m to over £20m. 



Contact us to gain access to our Private Client properties in 
some of the most private and exclusive locations in Surrey. 


© www.statelyestates.co. u k 
S info@statelyestates.co.uk 
V. 01372 613 006 






























SURPRISE PACKAGE 


Property owners could find they are due an early Christmas 
present if they’ve bought property in the last four years 


A s the year draws to a 
close, many will be 
considering whether to 
buy or sell a home, 
and indeed invest in property in 
2018. Whilst it’s important to 
think ahead to future purchases, 
homeowners who have bought in 
the last four years are encouraged 
to double check whether they paid 
the correct stamp duty. If not, they 
may be due for a welcome early 
Christmas present. 

Stamp Duty Land Tax (SDLT), 
the tax you pay when purchasing a 
property, has recently attracted 
widespread attention due to 
discussion around its need for 
reform as a result of the impact 
being seen across the market, from 
buy-to-let portfolios, to second 
home owners and first-time 
buyers. 

Whilst SDLT, and in particular 
the 3% surcharge, has brought 
with it a new layer of complication 
and additional charges when 
buying property, there is a 
possibility that you may have 
overpaid the correct level of tax 


due, and as a result you could be 
due for a refund. 

Cornerstone Tax, the leading 
experts in Stamp Duty Land Tax 
(SDLT) in the UK for over a 
decade, have launched a new 
service line, SDLT Refunds, a 
specialist division created to meet 
the huge demand from thousands 
of consumers who could have 
overpaid SDLT in the last four 
years. It is estimated that more 
than £3bn has been overpaid in 
2015-2016 and this service is 
aimed at getting homeowners and 
investors back on the right track 
with what they should be paying. 

How does SDLT Refunds work? 

The rife miscalculation of SDLT is 
attributed to the incorrect 
classification of assets pre¬ 
purchase of a property, by both 
buyers and their advisors. 
Cornerstone’s new service assesses 
whether house buyers have had 
their assets misclassified and, if 
this is the case, claims the 
appropriate refund on behalf of the 
applicant from HMRC. 


What is the success rate? 

During a 12-month pilot of its new 
service, Cornerstone Tax achieved 
the successful conversion of more 
than 95% of applications for SDLT 
refunds. These individuals had 
typically paid twice as much SDLT 
as legally required. With 2015-16 
SDLT revenues recorded at £7.3bn, 
this leaves annual overpayments 
projected at more than £3bn across 
the UK. 

SDLT 

SDLT is a fixed tax paid by 
property purchasers in England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland. 
Changes were made to UK SDLT 
rates in 2014, from a ‘slab’ 
payment to a ‘slice’ system, 
whereby there is no tax on house 
purchases up to the value of 
£125,000, 2% tax on the amount of 
purchase price between that and 
£250,000, 5% in the band up to 
£925,000, 10% between that and 
£1.5m and 12% for everything 
over. Q 

Find out more at sdltrefunds.co.uk 
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SUFFOLK COASTAL 


the holiday home estate agent 



Snape, Suffolk I PI 7 


1 

■ 

■ 


p. 





L J 

\ 





1 Hfew 




3 bedroom I Freehold I £325,000 


Unique opportunity to purchase a property in arguably the best location in Snape village. Broadside has planning permission in place to extend 
and the project has been fully costed by a reputable firm of local builders that are ready to go (more information upon request). 

The property, set in an elevated south-facing position behind private gates, has planning permission to extend the side and rear to provide circa 
1560 sq ft of accommodation and would make a formidable three double bedroom / three en-suite bathroom 2nd home/holiday rental property. 

Planning permission to extend • Fully costed project • Builders in place to start work • South-facing elevated position 
Superb Snape village location • Set behind private gates • Off street parking for 3 cars • Close to Snape Maltings/pubs 


hello@suffolkcoastal.com 01728 677980 7 The Old Dairy, Orford, Suffolk I PI 2 2BU suffolkcoastal.com 

WELCOME TO SUFFOLK COASTAL - VIEWINGS 7 DAYS A WEEK 
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HOT TREND 

Seeking the raw charm of industrial style without sacrificing 
luxury amenities such as a walk-in wardrobe or en suite 
bathroom? This converted warehouse could be perfectfor you 

Words ROBERT OATLEY 




T his is a 

remarkable 
and truly 
unique 

interior designed 
apartment of 
substantial 
proportions, located 
on the first floor of a 
former warehouse 
building where 
properties seldom, if 
ever, come to the 
open market. 

The extensive three bedroom 
apartment comprises some 496 sq 
m / 5,334 sq ft of lateral living 
accommodation. The open plan 
reception/dining and kitchen space 
makes up nearly half (circa 232 sq 
m / 2,500 sq ft). 

The large scale industrial space 
is reminiscent of achingly chic 
New York loft style contemporary 
living whilst the specification of 
the home management system is 


exceptional, incorporating an 
astounding array of lighting 
combinations. 

There are three fabulous 
independent bedrooms, all with 
en-suite 
bathrooms as 
well as a guest 
WC and utility 
room. The 
joinery and use 
of natural 
materials to 
heighten the 
feel and sensation of the apartment 
is breath-taking. The apartment 
benefits from two parking spaces 
and a passenger lift. 

Francis Street is located within 
the Westminster Cathedral 
Conservation Area and is within 


close proximity to the amenities 
and regeneration of Victoria Street 
and the world-famous retailers of 
Mayfair and Sloane Square. 

Our client designed and created 
this spectacular 
apartment from 
the shell and the 
opportunity to 
own something 
as exclusive in 
an area that has 
transformed 
dramatically 
over the last few years is certainly 
not to be missed. 

Robert Oatley is Associate Office 
Head at Knight Frank, 51 Victoria 
Street SW1H OEU; victoriasales@ 
knightfrank.com; 020 3866 2970 


The opportunity to 
own something as 
exclusive is one not 
to be missed 
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STRUTT -PARKER 


Stafford Terrace, Kensington W8 £2,850,000 Leasehold 



-6t- 

A wonderful three bedroom upper maisonette with fantastic 

entertaining space. 


1,470 sq ft (136 sq m) | EPC rating E 

Entrance hall I Drawing room | Kitchen/dining room | Three bedrooms | Bathroom | Shower room I Study 


Kensington 020 3930 1354 

kensington@struttandparker.com 


n /struttandparker $0 @struttandparker struttandparker.com 
60 Offices across England and Scotland, including prime Central London. 


exclusive affiliate of 

CHRISTIE’S 

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 


(i)nThe/V\arketc 




































Rawlings Street, Chelsea SW3 


£2,300 per week* Unfurnished 



A stunning, west facing house which 
benefits from well-appointed 
accommodation and a paved garden. 


2,032 sq ft (188 sq m) | EPC rating E 

Two Receptions | Dining area | Kitchen | 
Four bedrooms | Three bathrooms | WC | 
Utility room | Study | Patio 


Chelsea 020 3930 2453 

chelsea.lettings@struttandparker.com 


Hyde Park Gate, South Kensington SW7 


£2,500 per week* Unfurnished 



A newly refurbished five bedroom ground 
floor apartment in a portered block 
opposite Hyde Park. 


2,159 sq ft (200 sq m) | EPC rating E 

Entrance hall | Two reception rooms | 
Kitchen | Five bedrooms | Three en suite 
bathrooms | Shower room 


South Kensington 020 3930 1358 

southken@struttandparker.com 


* The following Tenant Charges may apply prior to tenancy commencement: Tenancy Agreement £222 (inc VAT) Credit References per application £54 (inc VAT). 

All advertised prices are excluded of utility and other associated services, 


60 Offices across England and Scotland, including prime Central London. 
































STRUTT -PARKER 


Victoria Road, Kensington W8 


£4,750 per week* Unfurnished 



A wonderful seven bedroom family house 3,920 sq ft (360 sq m) | EPC rating E Kensington 020 3930 2524 

with the advantage of off-street parking. Drawing room| Sitting room | Kitchen/ kensington@struttandparker.com 

family room | Seven bedrooms | Six bath/ 
shower rooms | Garden | Off-street parking 


Lyall Mews, Belgravia SW1 


£5,750 per week* Furnished 



A large newly rebuilt and full interior 
designed mews house, with rare 
advantage of a lift. 


3,496 sq ft (324 sq m) | EPC rating C Knightsbridge 020 3930 2558 

Drawing room | Dining room | kitchen | knightsbridge@struttandparker.com 
Four bedroom suites | Sitting room/ 
bedroom five with en suite I Study I Garage 


* The following Tenant Charges may apply prior to tenancy commencement: Tenancy Agreement £222 (inc VAT) Credit References per application £54 (inc VAT). 

All advertised prices are excluded of utility and other associated services. 


n /struttandparker @struttandparker struttandparker.com 
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CHRISTIE’S 

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 


(i)nThe/V\arketo 













































£2,100,000 Share of Freehold 


Palace Gate, Kensington, W8 



- & - 

A wonderful three bedroom apartment on the 1st and 2nd 
floor with an underground parking space 


1,160 Sq ft, (107 sq m) | EPC rating D 

Entrance hall | Reception room | Kitchen/dining area | Three bedrooms I Bathroom | Shower room | Lift | Porter | 

Underground parking space 


Kensington 020 3930 1354 

kensington@struttandparker.com 


60 Offices across England and Scotland, including prime Central London. 


to# 






















STRUTT -PARKER 


Chesilton Road, Fulham SW6 


£2,300,000 Freehold 




An impressive four bedroom family home with a 38ft garden. 


1,992 sq ft (185 sq m) | EPC rating D 

Drawing room | Reception room | Kitchen/dining room | Master bedroom | Three further bedrooms | Bathroom | 
Shower room | Study | Cloakroom | Utility room | Garden | Paved garden 


Fulham 020 3930 2444 

fulham@struttandparker.com 


El /struttandparker @struttandparker 


struttandparker.com 


exclusive affiliate of 

CHRISTIE’S 

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE 


(§)nThe/V\arketo 
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FITTED CARPETS 


Soft, Warm, Quiet, Comfortable 

Stair runners custom made 


• Large selection of pure wool and 
natural carpets 

• Sisal/seagrass/jute/coir and flatweaves 
• Crucial trading and alternative 
flooring stockists 

• Custom made rugs - any carpet, any size 

• All types of window blinds made to measure: 

wood venetians/rollers/romans/vertical 

• Quick delivery, fast fitting and discount prices 
• Choose your carpet at home - we can visit 

with samples, or call into our showroom 
• Free estimates 


Cresswell Carpets 

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1978 

34 Chamberlayne Road, 
Kensal Rise NW10 3JE 

020 8969 3191 

www.cresswellcarpets.co.uk 


Do you need shelter from the rain or 
shade from the sun? 

VERANDAS, AWNINGS & CARPORTS - SBI LTD 



% RANGE OF CANOPIES DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY ^ 
TO ADD STYLE AND PRACTICALITY TO YOUR HOME. 
Durable and attractive aluminium structures are available with 
a range of glazing or fabric covers, allowing you to choose the 
perfect structure for your setting and budget. 




UK TRAINED, PROFESSIONAL 
COMPLEMENTARY THERAPIST 


Deep Tissue Sports Traditional Thai 
Holistic Swedish Pregnancy Workplace 


Call Victoria on 07943 647151 

wellbodyclinics@gmail.com 



Custom Made to Measure 
Free accurate on-site measures 
7 day delivery from order 
Top quality shutters - at low prices 


Contact Gerald on 07973 253194 


Order the next issue today 

on Direct"!} 077 

OU+ to your ■ FREE UK 
magazines delivery 

buyamag.co.uk 



bride 




SEARCH LOCAL WEDDING 
SUPPLIERS TODAY AT 

bridemagazine.co.uk 


Subscribe today * subscriptionsave.co.uk 30+ 

J Magazines I Newspapers I Products 


^27 FREE UK 
1 delivery 


JAMES WISE ON 020 7605 2230 or email james.wise@archant.co.uk 
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Sat * nstract * is 

One of the leading 
property refurbishment 
& renovation companies 
in London 

0800 530 0124 

www.satconstructions.co.uk 

Refurbishment - House Extensions - Loft Conversions - Electricals - Plumbing - Carpentry 



SatB*x 

Installation of 
Automation Systems, 
Telephone Systems, CCTV 
Systems, Office Network, 
Alarm Systems, Satellite 
Dish & Receiver. 

0845 463 7071 

www.satbox.co.uk 


MAINTRACTS 

Plumbing • Heating • Gas • Electrical • Drainage 



/ Established over 40 years 
/ Fully insured & guaranteed work 
/ Plumbing, Heating, Gas, 

Electrical & Drainage 
/ Boiler installation, servicing & repair 
/ Worcester Bosch & Vaillant accredited 
/ Bathroom design & installation 
/ Powerflushing central heating systems 
/ Minor plumbing & electrical work 
/ Landlords certificates & services 
/ Emergency repairs 


Covering all of South West 
London, West London, 
Richmond and Kingston, as well 
as adjacent parts of South East 
London, Surrey and Kent. 



(jphe 


020 8682 2244 No callout charge/Free quotations 

www.maintracts.co.uk | info@maintracts.co.uk 

B202 The Trident Business Center | London | SW17 9SH 03 


“A local professional 

<rX My\ _ __ 1 . . _ <? I My \ 

.“5 for all your Heating and 
Plumbing needs” 


Central Heating Systems 
Boiler Repairs and Installations 
Gas Repairs and Installations 
Bathroom Refits and Installations 
General Plumbing Repairs 
Small Plumbing Installations 
Annual Boiler Service 
Landlord Gas Safety Certificates 

We cover all areas of south west 
London with particular 
emphasis on Fulham, Chelsea, 
Battersea, Wandsworth, Putney, 
Clapham, Barnes, Kensington, 
Hammersmith and Earls Court. 


Tel: 020 7381 3898 | enquiries@myplumberman.co.uk 
www.myplumberman.co.uk 

Office: 215, Munster Road, London SW6 6BU 



Order the next 
issue todav 


today* buyamag.co.uk 3JL 


Direct 
+ to your 
■>pc door 


FREE UK 
delivery 


JAMES WISE ON 020 7605 2230 or email james.wise@archant.co.uk 
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fruity style; 
bananas prices 

pooky.com 



Tracking 

& Hanging 






Small family run company specialising ( 

in all aspects of curtain fitting. 

S^T&HtrS 


Supplier & fitter of curtain track 

U/ 


tel/fax 020 8674 9142 mobile 07860 330 191 




Visit our website www.wlac.co.uk OR 
Give us a call to discuss the options 01628 823272 


Give someone a really exciting Christmas present this year 
A flying lesson! 40 minutes from Central London 
Different types of aircraft available from £90 


Order 
the next 
issue 


30- 


magazines 


Direct 
to your 
door 


I 


FREE UK 
delivery 


today buyacoag.co.uk 





PLAN YOUR WEDDING BUDGET FREE AT 

bridemagazine.co.uk 


, i 


BUDGET 


TRACKER 


Don’t get tier-y over the cake 
Let the Bride Budget Tracke 
do the hard work for you 

. <0 Plan your budget based on research 
of hundreds of UK couples 

C? Customise your budget to your location 

^0 Compare actual and budgeted spendfflt/f 
to ensure your budget stays on track ' 


JAMES WISE ON 020 7605 2230 or email james.wise@archant.co.uk 






























ENJOY THE FLAVOURS OF F RANC * 

t The France Show , Olympia London 26-28 January 2 


French market • Cookery demonstrations 
Wine tasting • Holiday ideas 
French Property Exhibition and so much more 


m M THE FRANCE 
P P SHOW 2018 



TICKETS JUST £6* at thefranceshow.com/tickets PROMO CODE FCL45 

*0ffer valid until 25th January. Booking fee applies. 
















THE ULTIMATE CHELSEA FCI 
CHRISTMAS GIFT 


Treat the special Chelsea fan in your life this Christmas to our 


fantastic matchday gift packages at UTB Sports Lounge 


flf c BOURNEMOUTH 


WED 20 DEC 
KO 19.45 

CARABAO CUP 


TUES 26 DEC 
KO 15.00 

PREMIER LEAGUE 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


PACKAGES STARTING FROM 


PACKAGES STARTING FROM 

£250 +VAT 


PACKAGES STARTING FROM 

■C'lQK+VAT 


Book now at chelseafc.com/hospitality 
or call 0371 811 1955 ; 
























